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 4.   Key Statistics 

Evidence and crime statistics suggest that anywhere from 1/5 to 

2/3’s of sexual abuse is committed by other children and young 

people. The NSPCC uses the figure of 1/3 as a mid-way point    

between the lower end and the higher end of the estimates.    

37% of female students and 6% of male students at mixed-sex 

schools have personally experienced some form of sexual         

harassment at school.  Girls are significantly more likely to be  

victimised with unwanted sexual messages and images from their 

peers online, with 31% of female respondents aged 13-17 years 

saying they had experienced this in 2019 compared to 11% of 

male  respondents.    

 3.   Why is it important?  

The Department for Education (DfE) first published guidance on 

Sexual Violence and Sexual Harassment between children in 

schools and colleges, in 2017 (updated  May 2018) which 

means that schools and colleges in England must have regard 

to it when carrying out their duties to safeguard and promote 

the welfare of children.  

The advice covers children of all ages, from the primary 

through secondary stage and into colleges. Whilst the focus of 

the advice is on protecting and supporting children, schools 

and colleges should of course protect any adult students and 

engage with adult social care, support services and the police 

as required.  

5. What is the impact? 

Sexual harassment can creates an atmosphere that, if not               

challenged, can normalise inappropriate behaviours and provide an 

environment that may lead to sexual violence. All staff should be 

aware of indicators and importance of making clear that sexual      

violence and sexual harassment is not acceptable, will never be      

tolerated / not dismissing sexual violence or sexual harassment as 

“banter” / challenging behaviours (such as grabbing bottoms, breasts 

and genitalia, flicking bras and lifting up skirts.  Dismissing or           

tolerating such behaviours risks normalising them. The school       

safeguarding procedures should be transparent, clear and easy to 

understand for staff, pupils, students, parents and carers.  

 

 

7.   Recommended Reading: 

Sexual violence and sexual harassment between children in schools 

and colleges  

Exclusion from maintained schools, academies and pupil referral 

units in England (September 2017)  

Hackett, S. (2014) Children and young people with harmful sexual 

behaviours. 
NSPCC helpline Report Abuse in Education on 0800 136 663 or 

email help@nspcc.org.uk.  

 1.   What is it? 

Sexual violence and sexual harassment can occur between two   

children of any age and sex. It can also occur through a group of 

children sexually assaulting or sexually harassing a single child or 

group of children. Sexual violence refers to sexual offences under 

the Sexual Offences Act 2003, including rape, assault by penetration 

and sexual assault (Fully described in the DfE guidance and in 

KCSIE).  This briefing will focus on peer sexual harassment. 

Sexual harassment means ‘unwanted conduct of a sexual nature’ 

that can occur online and offline and is likely to: violate a child’s 

dignity, and/or make them feel intimidated, degraded or              

humiliated / create a hostile, offensive or sexualised environment.   

It is important that schools are aware and that children can, & 

sometimes do, abuse their peers in this way.   

 2.   What it sexual harassment? 

Sexual harassment can include: sexual comments, such as telling 

sexual stories, making lewd comments, making sexual  remarks 

about clothes and appearance and calling someone   sexualised 

names / sexual “jokes” or taunting / physical behaviour, such as: 

deliberately brushing against someone, interfering with 

someone’s clothes and displaying pictures,    photos or  drawings 

of a sexual nature / online sexual harassment / non-consensual 

sharing of sexual images and videos 
 

This may be standalone, or part of a wider pattern of sexual   

harassment and/or sexual violence. It may include: sexualised 

online bullying / unwanted sexual comments and messages,    

including, on social media / sexual exploitation; coercion and 

threats; and ‘Upskirting’. 

For school safeguarding support and training go to:  

https//:www.wirralsafeguarding.co.uk/schools-2 

6.   What should we do? 

Sexual violence and sexual harassment exist on a continuum and 

may overlap, they can occur online and offline (both physical and 

verbal) and are never acceptable. It is important that all victims 

are taken seriously and offered appropriate support. Staff should 

be aware that some groups are potentially more at risk.  Girls, 

children with SEND and LGBT children are at greater risk.    

Reports of sexual violence and sexual harassment are extremely 

complex to manage. Victims need to be protected, offered         

appropriate support and every effort made to ensure their       

education is not disrupted. It is also important that other         

children, adult students and school and college staff are            

supported and protected as appropriate.  

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/sexual-violence-and-sexual-harassment-between-children-in-schools-and-colleges
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