
WOODCHURCH CE PRIMARY SCHOOL 
20th January 2020 

Dear Parents,  

We would like to begin by saying how well the children have settled in to the 
new term after the Christmas break. This is an important term with new 
challenges which we are sure the children will cope with. 

Reading will always be an important part of our daily work. We have been 
extremely pleased in the enjoyment the children have shown when sharing books 
in class. In school,  children are currently reading to us at least three times a 
week and are  working on their phonics on a daily basis. Children’s reading 
develops at different rates, so our teaching is  designed to meet their individual 
needs.  

Your child’s ‘Home Reading’ pack is an important part of the process. These 
packs can vary and may contain the following: 

• a pack of sounds/letters (these should be used individually to check sound and    
letter recognition and also put together to blend and read simple words) 

• a small red word book. Some of these words your child will be able to blend the 
sounds together to read, e.g. on and can. Other words are “tricky words” 
that they have to learn to work out and remember, e.g. the and said. 

• a reading book (a number of children are not yet at this stage). 

The yellow reading record in your child’s pack is there to be filled in each time 
you hear your child read. This is extremely important as your comments show us 
how much support your child needed when you heard them read and what they 
did well. More  importantly, it tells us what we can do in school to move your 
child forward. Please   ensure this is kept up to date and is always in their pack. 

We focus a great deal on word building in school. We do this every day and have 
noticed that whilst most children know the 25 sounds we have taught them, 
word building is an area which many children need to work on. If your child 
hasn’t yet been  given a reading book with words, they are showing us in class 
that they need support with  reading cvc words. A video of how we teach word 
building in school will be added to     Tapestry so that Parents can see how we 



develop this skill.  

Your child should now be making words with their sounds and reading their 
school book at home each day or every other day. Reading relies heavily on 
support from home to secure skills developed in school. Without this support 
from home, your child’s reading progress may be delayed. Regular practice and 
encouragement at home will help your child grow in confidence and develop a 
love of books. Please see overleaf for the  Building Blocks of reading. The blocks 
indicate the skills your child needs to progress in to become a reader. 

As always, working in partnership with you is important for your child and is 
valued by us in school. Do not hesitate in sharing your thoughts with us and 
helping us do our very best for your child. If you require any additional support 
in how to help your child with their reading, please don’t hesitate to ask us.  

Mrs Cartwright, Mrs Sprakes, Mrs McKeown and Mrs Harvey 


