
 

 

3rd  April 2020 

CORONAVIRUS UPDATE 
Dear Parents and Carers 
 
With week 2 of the lockdown drawing to a close, I am just writing to you with an update on things to do 
with school. This is a very difficult time for everyone linked to our school, the community of Woodchurch 
and beyond and at the moment the uncertainty about how long this situation will last means any school 
updates will happen as and when appropriate. 

Free School Meals 

We are currently working with the local authority to get things in place for vouchers for Free School Meal 
children. While we were waiting for clarity on the vouchers system, we decided to send out hampers to 
cover these first two weeks of the lockdown.  

The next step is to set up vouchers with the local authority to cover the weeks over Easter. Information 
relating to how you access and use the local vouchers for the Easter period will be sent out via email at the 
beginning of next week.  

The government are setting up a scheme for the next phase of the lockdown. Early indications are that this 
will start from the week beginning Monday 20th April. This voucher scheme is being set up for schools 
nationally. We will keep you informed on these vouchers as things develop. 

Food banks 

For those families who are struggling financially and need support with food purchases, you may find the 
following information helpful. 

Wirral Council and community food providers have come together to make sure vulnerable residents don’t 
go hungry during the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) pandemic.  

Feeding Birkenhead, Supporting Wirral, Wirral Foodbank and other third sector food providers, are 
coordinating efforts and centralising their bulk food collection and distribution operations at a new 
Emergency Food Hub, managed by Wirral Council. 

Residents experiencing difficulties in accessing food can visit:  

www.wirral.gov.uk/foodhelp 

Residents should submit their details online using a simple form or call:  

The Wirral Coronavirus Helpline (0151 666 5050, Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm). 

Residents are also encouraged to visit www.wirralinfobank.co.uk for details of shopping and delivery 
services provided by community groups in their local area.  

The Infobank has an easy to-use search facility which shows what help is available, simply by inserting a 
postcode. The Infobank also has a list of social supermarkets in Wirral. The social supermarkets at the Carr 
Bridge Centre is open 10 -2 on Tuesdays and Thursdays 

Residents requiring financial assistance can continue to apply online at: 

www.wirral.gov.uk/benefits-and-money/local-welfare-assistance 

 

http://www.wirral.gov.uk/foodhelp�


 

Easter Period 

The school will remain open over the Easter break to provide child care for the children of parents and 
carers who are ‘key workers’. If you are a key worker, we ask that you let school know as soon as possible 
if you need child care over this period. As you know, schools require proof that you are a key worker along 
with the days and times you require child care. 

We already have information from parents you respond before we closed. If you are one of these parents, 
all you need to do is let us know when you need child care so that school can make the necessary 
arrangements. 

Home Learning 

We hope that the home learning is going well.  You may be at a point where you have completed the work 
in the packs that were sent out and are now using the online resources.  If you are having problems with 
usernames and passwords, please e-mail the school and somebody will get back to you with these details. 

Teachers will be adding tasks through Purple Mash, My Maths and Spag.com in addition to TT Rockstars. 
From Monday 20th April there will be daily tasks set up on My Maths for each year group.  

We would also like to invite the children to share with us how they celebrated Easter using the following: 

Homelearning@woodchurch-pri.wirral.sch.uk 

In the past the children have made Easter gardens in school, something which they could also do at home. 
There is also a ‘Kindness Calendar’ on the British Red Cross website. There are 10 activities to accompany 
the calendar that help children to play their role in this unsettled time. 

In order for teachers to know how the children are doing, once a task is complete, it is automatically shared 
with their teacher who can then offer feedback and support.  Teachers will be regularly adding tasks so it is 
important to keep checking.  Purple Mash also provides an email function – just type in 2email in the 
search box.  Through this, you can attach any work completed on paper and any photographs taken by 
attaching a file just like in any other e-mailing system.  This will then go directly to their own teacher. 

‘Keeping in touch’ 

School will continue to use ‘Call Parent’, ‘Our School’s App’ and the school website to get in touch and 
keep parents informed of any changes and updates. The PAWS Facebook page and Twitter feed may also 
be used.  

On the Home Learning section of the website, you will find a Frequently Asked Questions folder.  In this, we 
are putting together answers and guidance to questions you may want to ask about Home-school learning 
and any other school related issues. We will also add resources, are not linked to learning, which you may 
find of use whilst the children are at home. 

If you know of a parent, carer or family who is struggling to pick up any information through any of these 
on line systems, we ask that you let the school know so we can find a way to help. 

If in the meantime, you have any concerns or if there is any way we can help, please let the school know 
and we will endeavour to assist. I will send out updates to you as this period of closure continues. 

I wish all the children, families and carers well and hope you look after yourselves over the coming weeks 
and months ahead.  Hopefully it won't be too long before things get back to normal and a return to school 
is possible. 

Thank you for your support, patience and understanding during this very difficult period. 

With kind regards 

 
B.McGregor 
Headteacher 


