
 

DBE Weekly Update – 4th May 2020 
 

Faith at Home Launch 

 

The Church of England have launched ‘Faith at Home’ a 

national campaign that builds on the work of Growing Faith 

and Everyday Faith to support the faith development and 

pastoral care of children and young people. 

 

It seeks to provide: 

• Experiences that inspire parents and families to grow in faith together in the ‘new daily 

normal’ of the home 

• Resources that equip children and young people to explore faith together and feel 

supported pastorally as part of school and church communities 

• Networks that connect school leaders, church leaders, chaplains to share great practice 

and build community together focused on the faith development of children and young 

people 

 

It looks to link the work of faith by schools, churches and 

homes, the website provides a section on each.  The launch 

begins by thanking each for all they are doing to support 

young people.  This will be followed up with practical 

resources that can be used in each of these aspects.  Please 

do share this with your families, visit the site and keep 

returning as resources are added in the coming weeks. 

https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/faith-home 

 

The resources will be linked to the weekly assembly/collective 

worship that will be streamed on the Oak National Academy from 

11am every Thursday.  Each week there will be two assemblies, one 

for primary and the other for secondary pupils. 

The themes for the coming weeks; 

 

7 May – Hope   18 June – Kindness 

14 May – Courage   25 June – Generosity 

21 May – Love   2 July – Vulnerability 

28 May – Humility   9 July – Compassion 

4 June – Patience   16 July – Flourishing 

11 June – Resilience 

 

 

https://www.churchofengland.org/faith-action/faith-home
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom/
https://www.thenational.academy/online-classroom


 

Looking for the Rainbow – 1000 schools’ campaign 

The national launch of the Church of England’s new #faithathome campaign was amazing. I 

was at the launch webinars with around 400 other leaders across the country and I wanted to 

ask if as a school you might like to get involved in something very exciting? 

A song that has been written for the campaign for 

schools to record called ‘Looking for the Rainbow’ – 

it’s by Becky Drake from 

www.worshipforeveryone.com  - she is chaplain at a 

school in Birmingham, and they have made this 

multi-screen video of their students singing it – 

watch at https://vimeo.com/412881668/c727412703  

 

The Church of England is about to launch a campaign 

to get 1000 schools to record this song in time for 

‘Thank a Teacher Day’ on 20 May. It would be fantastic 

to have a number of our schools represented and 

taking part.  It is also a really lovely resource to share 

across your school community, bringing children 

together during this lockdown period.  And so would 

you be up for trying to record this in school in the 

next couple of weeks?  

There is a really helpful set of resources which gives all the backing tracks and tips on how to 

do it technically here: https://worshipforeveryone.com/looking-to-the-rainbow which looks 

straightforward enough, and we’d love to get schools from our Diocese involved. We’ll then 

look to share it out on social media etc. using the #faithathome hashtag. 

It would be great if you could give it a go and it would be an amazing way to bring your school 

together at this time - let me know what you think?  Please drop me an e-mail if you wish 

to take part. 

 

 

Archbishop thanks teachers and schools 

 

'The work of teachers is valuable beyond measure' 

In this article published on the TES website, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury shares his thoughts about the importance of community 
and schools at a time of struggle, and the need to have hope.   

https://www.tes.com/news/work-teachers-valuable-beyond-measure 

 

This followed a talk from the Archbishop in the first Oak National Academy assembly that 

launched last week.  If you didn’t manage to catch it, you can view it here. 

 

 

http://www.worshipforeveryone.com/
https://vimeo.com/412881668/c727412703
https://worshipforeveryone.com/looking-to-the-rainbow
https://www.tes.com/news/work-teachers-valuable-beyond-measure
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OgdhOstV6iI
https://www.tes.com/news/work-teachers-valuable-beyond-measure


 

DBE ‘Worship Song’ Challenge 

We are inviting our schools to take part in a ‘worship 

song challenge.’ Taking your school’s favourite worship 

song as the theme, pupils are encouraged to reflect this 

in whatever way they want.  An opportunity to be as 

creative and imaginative as they wish, it can be a piece of 

art, a drawing, a painting, a poem, a photo, a short film 

or anything else that your children can think of.  It could 

be based around the whole song, it’s title or a line or verse of the song that could be shared 

across each year group.  It really is up to you.   

 

Thank you to St Mark’s, Stockport, who have sent in their contributions this week.  I’ve included 

it below – thank you to Emma, the staff and pupils for getting us off to a great start.  Please 

keep sending your contributions in to us by e-mail.  Have fun! 

 

St Mark’s CE Primary, Stockport – My Lighthouse 

 

 

Mental Health support 

 

Mentally Healthy Schools 

Mentally Healthy Schools have been producing a 

fortnightly coronavirus toolkit, providing a range of 

resources that might help address some of the anxiety that 

you, or your students, may be feeling. These resources are 

suitable for use by teachers or can be shared with parents 

and carers to use with their children. 

 

In this week’s toolkit, there are lots of practical activities 

for children and families, which are both active and craft-

based, to reduce anxiety and improve wellbeing, such as breathing exercises, a relaxation story 

and a complete self-care kit.  There is also a six week ‘Wellbeing Through Sport’ programme 

to do at home and three worksheets to help children with emotional expression and 

regulation.  To access the website https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/ 

 

 

 

https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/
https://www.mentallyhealthyschools.org.uk/


 

CAMHS Resources website 

 

This CAHMS website has been created for young people, 

carers and professionals to pool together lots of helpful 

resources from across the internet that are available to help 

support your mental health and well-being. It also includes 

some specific resources relating to the coronavirus.  

https://www.camhs-resources.co.uk/ 

 

 

 

NGA Guidance – supporting schools with bereavement 

The NGA have produced a number of information documents for 

governing bodies.  This week’s focus is on supporting schools to deal 

with bereavement, including an appendix of links to resources.  Do 

pass this link on to your governors. 

 

NGA-coronavirus-gui

dance-Issue-5-30-April-2020 (1).pdf   

NGA appendix 

Issue-5-30-April-2020 - additional resources to support bereavement in schools (1).pdf 

 

 

 

 

DfE – Induction for newly qualified teachers during the coronavirus outbreak 

 

This document provides guidance about changes to 

newly qualified teacher (NQT) induction during the 

coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak.  It was originally 

published on the 1st April and was updated on the 1st 

May. Click on the image to access the document. 

 

 

 

Prayer Point 

We are continuing to pray for staff and families across our 

family of schools.  Thank you for the requests that have 

continued to be sent in and shared, we wish to continue to 

offer support through prayer.  In challenging and uncertain 

times, prayer can offer both hope and comfort.   

 

Members of the team have been praying daily for those 

known to us, who would welcome or benefit from being 

prayed for, and this of course includes yourselves.   

 

Simply send an e-mail with the reason for prayer and the person’s name or if they wish to 

remain anonymous, just their role (i.e. a teacher, a family member, a governor).  We will not be 

publishing the list but will add them to our prayer list and commit to praying for that person 

across the team.  

https://www.camhs-resources.co.uk/
https://www.camhs-resources.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-induction-for-newly-qualified-teachers/covid-19-induction-for-newly-qualified-teachers-guidance


 

Good News stories from our schools 

 

Thank you for the stories and news that have been sent through this week, here are just some 

good news stories from our schools.   We would love to share more of your pictures and 

stories.  Please  e-mail them to us and we will look to include them in future updates.  Please 

send you stories or website/social media links to  chris.penn@chester.anglican.org  

 

 

Wincle CE Primary School 

A video we have made trying to provide encouragement for parents on home learning. 

https://www.wincleprimaryschool.org/workfromhome 
 
 

Hartford CE High School 

Here at Hartford Church of England High school, we are extremely fortunate to have such a 

creative and imaginative Chaplain. Since lockdown, Tracy has used her talents to provide times 

and opportunities of reflection and positivity for our school community, sharing her personal 

poems and artwork that she has made to hopefully inspire.  

PAUSE… 

The world was spiralling out of control. The speed of life 

was the ultimate goal: 

How much can I do? How rich can I get? How far can I go 

so that my needs are met? 

Our lives like our roads, so busy it seems. It’s all about 

me, we all have our dreams. 

That’s just how it is, there’s no other way. Everyone does 

it- we live for today! 

Our planet is dying, our children confused. Families are 

broken, hurt and abused. 

No time to chat, to play or to see. I’ll just join the rat race, 

get rich and get free. 

We’ll make our own rules, I’m god of my life – but the 

meaningless speed and turmoil and strife 

Made us long for much more. For this I was made? 

Where’s God in the mess? The hope starts to fade. 

We cry out to God, but do not hesitate. We don’t stop to 

listen, too busy to wait. 

The sky is polluted, the forests cut down, the children are 

hungry right here in our town! 

Where’s the good news? Who’ll suffer the cause? 

         We cry out to God… 

And 

    Then 

     God 

      Pressed 

P A U S E 

mailto:chris.penn@chester.anglican.org
https://www.wincleprimaryschool.org/workfromhome


 

The roads are now empty, the shutters are down, streets are deserted in country and town. 

Life as we know it has started to slow, and into the silence there’s one thing I know: 

God never changes, He is very near. He’s silently waiting, He loves you so dear. 

His masterpiece painted each day in the sky…but we had not noticed as we hurried by. 

A bouquet of flowers on tree and on lane. Just open your eyes- He’s healing your pain. 

In this moment of stillness you are not alone. Another soul waits on the end of a phone. 

A moment of peace; a kind act of love: the birds are still praising their Father above! 

We pray for our nurses, those on the front line, those who are suffering, that they will be fine. 

Let’s give what we can, to those who are poor. Let’s show God’s love, then show it some more. 

  

When we get back to ‘normal’ to make our ends meet,  

let’s not forget those who live on the street... 

Let’s love one another and make time to just ‘BE’.  

Let’s PAUSE and show Jesus to each one we see. 

  

Tracey Morgan 

 

This work inspired our school ambassadors and the 

concept of a ‘MAD Lockdown’ is being developed: a 

Lockdown where we can still ‘MAKE A DIFFERENCE’.  

Currently our school ambassadors are meeting weekly 

via ZOOM and are developing ideas that we can 

complete as a school to serve one another and to serve 

the community we live in. Together, through Love and 

Truth, we will get through these challenging times.  

 

 

Christ Church CE Primary, Birkenhead 

 

It has long been the tradition at Christ 

Church CE Primary School Birkenhead for 

our Year 6 leavers to make a banner for their 

leaving service. This year the amazing 

children and staff still attending school 

wanted to continue that tradition. They have 

made the most wonderful fitting tribute to 

all our key workers, who will forever be our 

heroes. The banner will take pride of place in 

our school and will be an everlasting 

reminder of the hope, love, commitment and 

bravery of so many, including our children, in 

these sad times. There will never be another 

banner quite like it again. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

St John the Evangelist CE Primary, Macclesfield   

 

 

 

A photo of  some pebbles that the 

children  who are in school have painted. They 

have been placed around the hospital grounds 

to cheer up staff.  The children also wrote letters 

to the NHS staff thanking them for all they are 

doing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Marple All Saint’s CE Primary 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

St George’s CE Primary, Hyde 

A picture of some of the children who have 

been in school this week and have created 

some posters to go on the school fencing to 

say ‘thank you’ to Key workers. We have asked 

children at home to send in pictures to add to 

this and to see if we can fill the fence! 

 

A video message  that we put together for our 

families, and playing over it is our new school 

song. The children came up with the words 

and our music guy put them to a new tune. 

           http://bvmhost.com/Message/TheMessage_.mp4 

 

 

St Bridget’s CE Primary, West Kirby 

Some lovely ‘thinking of you’ cards made by the children in school for the neighbours who 

live near St Bridget’s.   Children have been invited to make some cards of their own with a 

positive message for the neighbours in their road. 

 

 
 

 

 

St Oswald’s CE Primary, Worleston 

http://bvmhost.com/Message/TheMessage_.mp4

