
Woodchurch Village 
 
‘ A miserable huddle of houses’ – so Woodchurch was described by a local 
historian in the 1920’s! 
 
Many people still remember the village prior to the huge explosion of the 1950’s. 
Certainly during its previous thousand years of history Woodchurch had changed 
little in size, generally having a population of around one hundred, and being 
rather an isolated settlement. 
 
Nevertheless, it maintained some importance due to its church, the centre of a 
large parish encompassing Upton, Prenton, Irby and beyond. 
 
What could be seen in the village through its history? Central was the church, 
which has undergone many developments, outlined elsewhere on this CDRom. 
This building has provided an important focus for countless people’s lives. 
 
The rectory has been on its present site for many years. The present building 
was raised in 1862, replacing a house from 1709. It originally had a third floor but 
this was removed and the roof replaced! The cellar survives from an even earlier 
building, bearing a datestone, 1631. In 1931 the rectory’s domestic 
accommodation was turned into a separate dwelling. A coachman’s cottage also 
used to stand by the church gate. The rectory had a huge garden, including a 
large lake. 
 
The school is detailed throughout the CDRom. Originally built by the church, it 
moved to its present site in 1873. Beyond the school, Church Lane followed the 
same route to the junction at Arrowe Park Gates. Much of the land was used for 
grazing. 
 
The village long had a Public House. In the early 1800’s this was the Ring O’ 
Bells in Church Terrace, a strip of houses where Meadowside School stands 
today. By 1850 the ‘pub’ was the Horse and Jockey at the top of Church Lane. A 
photograph is available that shows this pub being demolished as the present 
Arrowe Park Hotel is being built next to it. Next to the Horse and Jockey stood 
two cottages. 
 
Where the Arrowe Park Hotel is now situated was the site of the village smithy, 
Thomas Lee in 1850, followed by his son, Joseph, and his son, Thomas. Thomas 
Junior maintained the smithy, while introducing a petrol pump and car repairs. 
 
A post office was originally situated in Pool Lane, although by the 1920’s this had 
moved to a cottage by the Horse and Jockey public house. 
 
The village shop was on the end of Church Terrace during the later 1800’s, 
although it was simply the front room of the house, and was owned by the Pealin 



family. The Mutch family took over in the 1890’s and Mrs. Mutch was still running 
the shop in 1910. Sweets and chocolate could be bought in the post office. 
 
The nearest farm to the village was Home Farm, which was close to the present 
school, and behind this was another dwelling. Next to the shop was Pear Tree 
Cottage, behind which was a yard with four farmworker’s cottages. Following 
around into Pool Lane was a larger house and when Arrowe Park Road was 
reached there were a further four cottages, ‘Arbour Cottages’, which had been 
built by the Shaw family of Arrowe Hall. There were a further three church 
cottages opposite the present hospital entrance. 
 
….. and that is it! Although details changed, although houses would be rebuilt, 
modernised, the basic size and layout of the village changed little over many 
centuries. Church Terrace was finally demolished in the 1960’s and, along with 
the farm buildings, have disappeared under Meadowside School and the estate 
roads and buildings. The story of Woodchurch village is simple – a thousand 
years of small village life of little real change, swallowed by the huge expansion 
of the estate over less than twenty years. 
 
‘A miserable huddle of houses’? Probably not, with the church and rectory 
dominating – maybe the author visited on a grey, rainy day?!  


