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1665-1970 
 
1665 
 

William Gleave, of the City Of London, Esq, died in the year 1665, and left to the 
parish of Woodchurch £ 500-00. For the erecting of a free school at Woodchurch. £ 400-
00 whereof to be laid out in land in fee-simple at the value of £ 20 per annum for the 
maintenance of a Schoolmaster for ever, and the other £ 100 for building of a School 
House. 
 
1676 
 
 In 1676 the School received a handsome gift. Richard Adams, Master of Arts, born 
in the Parsonage House, at Woodchurch in his life time, in the year 1676, purchased and 
gave for ever to the use of the free School lately founded, a certain study of books, in 
number 394, with a Scrutore the same containing. 
 
1757 
 
 “ Wanted a Master for the Free School of Woodchurch in Wirral, in the County of 
Chester, well read in the Classics and every way qualified for the instruction of Youth. 
There are belonging to the said school about Twenty Cheshire acres (i.e. ten statute acres) 
of good arable meadow and Pasture lands: and for further encouragement to worthy and 
learned men to offer themselves Candidates, the situation of Woodchurch is such that the 
emolument arising from out scholars would probably double the sum arising from the 
profits of the lands, as numbers of Gentlemen in Liverpool, and elsewhere would be glad 
to send their sons from the Vitious Temptations of a Town to prosecute their studies with 
rural innocence….. Candidates are desired to attend, with Testimonials of their Morals….. 
On the 19th day of December, 1757…..In order to be examined in classical learning and 
other branches necessary for the instruction of Youth. 
 
 



1786  
 
Among the School documents there is an indenture dated  1786 binding one John Spencer 
to the Trustees of the free School (“ in the sum of one hundred pounds good and lawful 
money of Great Britain”) as School Master. The schoolmaster is to be “a man of good life 
and conversation, learned in the Greek and Latin tongues, and studiously spent two or 
three years in the university, at least to be a Bachelor of Arts. 

 
He is to begin and end with prayer. He is to teach “those authors in the Latin and 

Greek tongues which are usually taught in the free Schools”, and “every Thursday 
afternoon the scholars are to be taught the Church Catechism and instructed in the 
principles of the Protestant religion for the space of one hour”.  

 
School is to begin”not later than seven in the morning from Lady Day until 

Michaelmas”, (at eight during the rest of the year) “to end constantly at eleven o’clock, 
and he shall get the scholars together again by one of the clock in the afternoon, and so 
continue together until 5 o’clock at night in the summer and till three or four in the winter. 

 
1811 

 
 Originally the School stood to the south-west of the church, adjoining the 

churchyard, which was not as yet extended, so that the School formed its western 
boundary. In 1811 and succeeding years, an attempt was made without success to move to 
a new site, on “Woodchurch Common”. A Girls School was added (on the original site) in 
1840, and the whole moved to a new building, on the present site, in 1873. 

 
 
1840 

 
In the year 1840 the Rev. Joshua King, M/A. Rector of Woodchurch, raised upon 

the walls of the free School a room for a girls school at a cost of £ 124-14s. 
 
With this sum and the £20 formally left by Mr John Booth (the Rector making up 

the deficiency), a field in Newton cum-Larton called the Carr Meadows containing two 
acres one rod and thirty four perches was purchased in 1843 for £ 135-00, the expense of 
the conveyance out of chancery being £ 56-6-5d, in addition of which sum Mr. Edwin J. 
Kent, the solicitor, liberally gave up the whole of his bill amounting to £ 16-6-5d for the 
benefit of the charity. The field is now let on lease at £ 8 per annum and is vested in 
trustees, the proceeds to be appropriate as follows; viz. £ 5 a year towards the mistresses 
salary, £ 1 yearly to be expended in bread for the poor according to Mr John Booth’s 
Bequest; and the residue in providing clothing or purchasing useful articles or books as 
prizes or rewards for the proficiency and good conduct of the girls educated in the said 
school. The whole of the landed proprietors, including two gentlemen who had no 
property in the parish, contributed towards this benevolent purpose….. £ 100-00-0d.  

 
The Rector contributed £ 179-12-0d. 
 
 



 
1873 

 
A new school and school house were built in 1873, at a cost of £1,511, on the 

present site, on land presented jointly by Lord Winmarleigh, (Col.the Rt. Hon. John 
Wilson Patten, M.P.), and the Rev.Cannon P.R. Robin. A classroom was added in 1880, 
and the infant’s school was extended in 1887. At that time the head teacher’s salary was a 
fixed sum of £ 70 per annum, plus 3d a week for every child above the 2nd standard, and 
2d per scholar for each one below the 3rd standard in actual attendance. 

 
The logbook of those day’s 1873 reveals that occasionally poor attendance was 

due to “so many children being required by their parents to gather blackberries and 
mushrooms which the parents take to market”. Planting potatoes, harvesting the corn, and 
sometimes following hounds, were among other distractions from the curriculum; also Mr 
Shaw having shooting parties at Arrowe Hall and requiring boys to act as beaters. Treats 
consisting of “ginger bread” and the magic lantern” were in great favour. 

 
 
 

 
 
1873-1883 
 
 During this period the numbers on roll varied from 60 to 130. The staffing was a 
“Master” …the only college trained member of staff, assisted by a “pupil teacher” 
(someone waiting to go to College after passing examinations (, and a monitor, (possibly 
still a pupil and paid about 1/6d a week). The Rector of the parish, Rev. P.R. Robin, his 
wife and members of the Shaw Family of Arrowe Hall came in almost daily to take the 
needle work, hear reading and so on. There was an annual Government inspection, and 
dependant on the results was the grant of money paid to the school. 
 
1873   
 
EXTRACTS FROM THE SCHOOL LOGBOOKS. 
 
August Woodchurch School being endowed for the benefit of the Parishioners, children         
From other parishes are only admitted on payment of double fees. 
 
Wishing to go to Liverpool for ink I closed at 3half. 
 
Object lesson for Thursday…. The Cow. 
 
September The decrease in attendance has been caused by so many children being 
required to gather blackberries, mushrooms and corn. 
 
December many of the bigger boys had to be a way this week for several days in 
attendance upon some gentlemen shooting in the neighbourhood. 
 



1874 
 
January on Wednesday J.R. Shaw, Esq, of Arrowe Hall, gave the children a treat 
consisting of buns, oranges and a magic lantern. 
 
April Attendance this week much better as several boys who have been absent planting 
potatoes have returned. 
 
August Jane Realy has been engaged to teach the infants at a salary of 6/-a week, holidays 
not counted, and Wm. Bennett as monitor at 1/6d per week. 
 
October Blackberry gathering and harvest work entirely over, we are now settled to our 
work. 
 
November Commenced teaching the first standard to write on paper. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1873-1883. 
 
1875 
Extracts from the Log Books, cont… 
 
January An entrance fee of 1/- will be charged on readmission to any child who may 
leave or stay away more than a week without permission. 
 
July The Neston Ladies Club Feast on Thursday kept a number away. 
 
August On Monday a new swing was completed in the boy’s playground. It has been put 
up by Mrs Shaw, one of the managers. It is a very substantial erection and contains seven 
ropes. 
 
November A circular calling the manager’s attention to “stone throwing at telegraph 
wires” was read to children. 
 
 
1876 
 
January On Wednesday, Samuel Scoles went away to follow the hounds. I sent for him 
and he refused to come back 
 
June Broke up for the summer holiday…3 weeks 
 



 
 
Needlework 
 
Standard 1- Hem and seam a piece of calico. 
Standard 2- Seam and fell a piece of calico. 
Standard 3- Backstitch a piece of calico or linen and mark with own initials. 
Standard 4- Insert a patch or gusset. Darn a piece of stocking. 
Standard 5- Make a button or an eyelet hole. 
Standard 6-  Put on a wristband. Herringbone and a piece of flannel. Cut out a nightshirt, 
(in paper). The children will be expected to fix their own work. 
 
1877 
 
September Panorama in the schoolroom on Wednesday evening. Mr Shaw paid for all the 
children to attend. 
 
December Twice we had to take sewing an hour earlier on account of the short dark days. 
 
1878 
 
September Poor attendance on Wednesday because of the Wirral and Birkenhead 
Agricultural show. 
 
November The school closed all day because one of the Misses Shaw was being married. 
 
Government Report. 
 

The first and second classes read well: in all other respects the children are 
exceedingly backward. The first standard seems to have been greatly neglected. The 
infants require more attention. History and grammar are passable. Geography fails wholly; 
the needlework done in the way of instruction was hardly passable. The discipline is very 
lax. My Lords have directed a deduction of one tenth to be made from the grant on 
account of unsatisfactory instruction. Great improvements will be expected next year. 

  
My Lords will expect a more satisfactory report on Mr xxxx (the headmaster) next 

year. 
 
1879 

 
June The attendance this week is very poor, it being Whit week a number of the villages 
around Woodchurch have held their annual club Feasts. 
 
1880 
 
August received a new supply of books and slates. 
 



October on assembling this a.m. the children were so few that they were dismissed for the 
day. 
 
November New byelaws come onto force by means of which the committee can enforce 
the attendance of children under 14 years of age. 
 
December Attendance poor again as Mr Shaw of Arrowe Hall had a shooting party on 
Wednesday. 
 
1881 
 
On Thursday afternoon the children had a holiday to celebrate the visit of the Prince and 
Princess of Wales to open the new Alexandra Dock. 
 
January The school is now placed under the ‘Church Council for Birkenhead’. The doors 
shall be closed 15 minutes after opening time. 
 
1882 
 
The present infant’s room is rather crowed so it is proposed to carry the gable out to the 
road. (The present kitchen store rooms. 1970) 
 
April One boy admitted to the workhouse consequent to the illness of his father and 
imprisonment of his mother. 
July The addition to the infant’s room is now completed and appears to be a beautiful 
room; a small lavatory has been built for the girls. The hay harvest keeps many of the 
elder children away from school. New furniture will be provided for the new infant’s 
room. 
 
September Many children away for the Wirral Show. 
 
November Government Grant for the School; £ 69.12s  
 
1883 
 
May Monday being Whit-Monday the usual half-day holiday was allowed. 
 
September kept the school in until five o’ clock on Monday and Tuesday. 
 
October Started fires in the infant’s room. 
 
1884 
 
April On Monday morning the new rule for paying School pence came into force. Most of 
the children bought 3d, the others were sent home for the extra penny. 
 
May for the first time the managers have objected to home lessons. 
 



August  Visit of the attendance officer who reported the case of James Morrison who has 
been absent for many weeks. He is allowed to go to work by the committee. His mother 
stated he was over 13 years of age. His birth certificate shows he was only 11.  
 
December Three children presented themselves without school pence. 
 
1885 
 
 
January From this date the pence due to children will be paid weekly instead of quarterly 
and by means of brass counters of the nominal value of 1d. These counters will be 
accepted either in part payment of school fees on the following Monday morning or paid 
into the penny bank to be credited to the child. The pupil teacher will have lessons every 
evening from six to seven at the School House in addition to her usual lessons every 
morning (including Saturday). 
 
August  The new Pupil Teacher will only be required to teach in the morning. She will 
begin on Monday August 17th and will be paid 1/6d per week. 
 
 
1886 
 
May Holiday to commemorate the visit of Queen Victoria to Liverpool. 
 
October  It was resolved at a meeting of the managers that school fees should be 3d. A 
penny will be returned for every full weeks attendance. 
 
December  As a result of the inspection, My lords have allowed payments of the grant at 
9/d-. Their Lordships cannot undertake to continue this unless the boys in the infant’s 
school as well as the girls are taught sewing. 
 
1887 
 
 
March  Kindness to animals essay. (Still going in 1970). 
 
May  John Cartwright has been appointed as a monitor; he will therefore school free and 
receive an hour’s instruction with the pupil teacher in the morning from 8.30 to 9.30. 
 
June  Holiday given for Queen Victoria’s Jubilee Day. The children went to the 
churchyard where the churchyard cross was dedicated in commemoration of the jubilee. 
The children marched around the village accompanied by a band, and at length reached 
the field where they were regaled with plenty of cake, ginger beer etc, after which games 
and sports were indulged in until nearly eight o’clock. Each child was decorated with a 
medal. 
 
December  Henry Pate for continued disobedience, four strokes with the strap. 
 



1888 
 
January William Chatterton who was sent by his mother to school on Monday morning 
was discovered to have been playing truant all week. 
 
February William Chatterton again truanted all week. A summons will be served on his 
father with the object of having the boy committed to the truant school. 
 
September A small number of children are away with “scald head”.  
 
December The medals and certificates from Birkenhead and Wirral Council of Education 
were distributed. 
 
1889 
 
May  Ellen Barton has been appointed as monitor to assist the infant’s mistress. Her terms 
of employment are: - on probation up to September 1889, 1s.6d a week. Up to September 
1890 - £ 7. 10s a year.  
 
First year pupil teacher to September 1891 - £ 10 p.a.  
 
Second year pupil teacher to September 1892 - £ 12 10s p.a.  
 
Third Year pupil teacher to September 1893 - £ 15 p.a. 
 
Forth year pupil teacher to September 1894 - £ 17p.a. 
 
November  Three boys were kept away to collect potatoes after the ploughmen. 
 
 
1890 
 
June  Thomas….B for biting William Monk severely on the arm, four strokes of the cane. 
 
October  New heating apparatus at work and when we get in to the proper way of 
managing it, it should be an advantage to the school. 
 
December  As a result of the inspection the grant for the school was £ 96. 10s. 
 
 
1891 
 
March  Several things have been obtained for the infants to commence a little 
kindergarten work in connection with sewing, paper plaiting, basketwork, sewing in 
coloured silks.  
 
June William Trueman for truancy, four strokes on the hand and stay in half an hour each 
night to make up the time. 



 
August  The managers have decided to avail themselves of the provisions of the Act. The 
children have therefore been told that on and after September1st no charge will be made to 
them. The advantages of the Parish Penny the object of inducing them to use it now school 
fees are remitted. 
 
September  The managers have decided to make the school absolutely free. 
 
November The average school pence for the last 5 years is £ 39-17s and this sum is now 
paid to the master in lieu of school pence. 
 
December  Christmas tree and treat at Arrowe Hall by Mr & Mrs Harrison. 
 
 
1892 
 
March  No school on Monday or Tuesday owing to a leak in the boiler. 
 
October Grant of £ 119-13s 6d made to the school. 
 
 
1893 
 
March   Report by Organising inspector: - ‘Closet doors should have a piece sawn off the 
top to let in more light. Stone for sharpening pencils to be provided in girls yard’. 
 
May   Because of very warm weather, work suffers a great deal, drawing on paper 
especially being dirty and untidy from perspiring hands. 
 
September  The rev. Cannon Robin gave notice to open an evening continuation school 
for the winter.   
 
October  Government examination recommended: - 1. Increased closet accommodation in 
girls yard. 2. Windows over infant’s gallery. 
 
 
1894 
 
January  The school bank will be put under the Post office and not a Parish bank. 
 
March  Geography seems to go on slowly and the girls do not take it up particularly well. 
 
August Children’s summer treat was originated by Mr. G. W. Ziegler who offered £ 1 and 
the horses and men necessary to take the children to a suitable place. Other gentlemen and 
parents subscribed £ 8. The children were taken to Leasowe and had donkey rides, games 
and sports. 
 
September N.O.R. 133. 



 
November A photographer paid a visit to the school. Owing to the crowding in the upper 
classes the Managers have provided an additional eight-foot desk. 
 
1895 
 
February School furnace boiler burst. No school for a week.  
 
April Ticket system of rewards for good conduct commenced. One week’s good conduct 
earns one red ticket. 
 
June  Poor attendance owing to Heswall Annual Club Festival. 
 
November The discipline is lax; the children are talkative. A new scheme of instruction in 
drawing started. 
 
1896 
 
April Went to a meeting on the New Education Bill. 
 
May Half holiday given to me to enable me to attend the Cow Charity Dinner. 
 
July The annual school picnic took place at West Kirby. 
 
September pupil teacher examination fixed at St. John’s School, Birkenhead. 
 
November Monday morning Mrs. Robin visited the school at 8.30 a.m., when the pupil 
teachers were busy with the scripture lessons. 
 
December School Staff 
 
Henry E. Axton – certified master. 
Eliza Jane Dobie – certified mistress. 
Emma Scholes – pupil teacher third year. 
Rebecca Brewer – candidate article 33. 
Jane Peers – candidate article 33. 
 
 
1897 
 
June “It is one of the model Church County Schools in the diocese”.  
(Inspector’s Report).  
 
July Alteration of pupil teachers lesson time now from 8.20 a.m. to 9.20 a.m. I was 
informed that the Williams family had been fined 6d. and 3/- costs for poor attendance. An 
epidemic of measles has spread. The school was closed immediately. 
 
September School closed for the wedding of Miss Dennis of Arrowe Hall. 



 
October Start of new school year. The Rev. P.C. Robin, vicar of Oxton, called for a few 
moments. 
 
November  A sad day in Woodchurch on which day Mrs. Robin vacated the rectory after 
a residence of 36 years. 
 
December The Rev. P.C. Robin, Rector of the Parish, paid a short visit after his induction. 
 
 
1898 
 
January In response to a request by the teachers, Mr Robin will pay the salaries monthly 
instead of quarterly. Drawing inspections will be placed under the cognisance of H.M. 
Inspectors. 
 
February Received application for admission of a boy from Prenton lately attending 
Mount Tabor school, higher Tranmere, - admission refused. 
 
March Two girls from Bunkers Hill, Upton are reported to have left and gone to St. 
Joseph’s R.C., school, Upton. The parents of these children are Protestants. They have left 
because they were made to attend regularly.  
 
Mr J. J. Jakeman of the Church of England Temperance Society spoke on the subject of 
alcohol. We shall in future use the decomposition of number system for subtraction. 
August Some children away gathering mushrooms. 
 
September 9th Scarlet Fever broke out, so school was closed. 
 
September 12th No scholar reached the school. There is wide spread alarm amongst the 
inhabitants of the school district. (Since this entry a boy of 6 has died). One of my own 
children, a boy of four, was taken ill and removed to the Clatterbridge Fever Hospital. 
 
September 13th The school was closed. H.E. Axton, Headmaster. 
 
October 21st Trafalgar Day. Read to the children an account of the battle as given in “The 
New Penny Magazine” just brought out by Messrs. Cassell & Co. Wrote Mr. Hunter on 
Thursday asking for a visit to the district to stir up children who have not been present this 
week. 
 
 
1899 
 
 
January 9th The place of the two teachers leaving are filled by taking on Agnes Mary 
Axton aged 14 and a half years as candidate pupil Teacher to work in the upper 
department and Mary Alice Johnson, 12 and a half years, as monitor to work in the infants 
room. 



 
April 28th During dinner hour of Tuesday a boy was guilty of cruelty to a small animal, 
for which a special punishment was given. 
 
May 26th Wednesday being the Queens birthday we stopped work just before closing time 
in the morning and the children very heartily sang the National Anthem and three cheers 
for the Queen. 
 
June 30th The attendance has been unusually slack for some time and the experiment has 
been tried of requiring children to make up lost time by staying in school at night. 
 
 
1990 
 
March 1st 12.30 p.m. The Rector came into school just as children had been dismissed for 
dinner and announced the relief of Ladysmith. To celebrate this event the Rector wished 
the school to take a whole holiday on Friday March 2nd. 
 
May 31st Diocesan Inspection after due notification. Just before the Inspector entered the 
room news of the fall of Pretoria was brought but not officially confirmed. 
 
November 5th A most unusual occurrence was experienced on Monday, when 15 boys out 
of 21 absented themselves without permission. It appears that a large number of Welsh 
ponies had strayed into a neighbouring farmer’s fields close to the school and it was a 
matter of difficulty to get them into their proper quarters some two or three miles off. The 
drovers therefore “commandeered” the boys, who were not at all reluctant. 
 
EXTRACTS FROM LOG BOOKS. 
 
 
1901 
 
February 15th Ploughing match fixed for Thursday afternoon attracted a few of the elder 
boys whose fathers are interested in farm work. 
 
March 1st On Thursday a whole holiday was given to permit the school staff to attend the 
Education Exhibition (being the U.S. Exhibit at the Paris International Exhibition:) at 
Manchester. It was of most interesting character. 
 
1902 
 
June 2nd No holiday was given on the occasion of the Peace proclamation but the children 
were very much interested in the accounts from the daily paper and were allowed out half-
an-hour earlier than usual.  
 
June 20th Broke up for a week’s holiday to celebrate the Coronation of King Edward V11.  
 



September 19th P.E. not taken during the week, as a school Football Club has been started 
and such is the enthusiasm of the boys that they have played morning, noon and night in a 
field opposite the schoolhouse, by kind permission of Mr. Croxton the tenant. 
 
1903 
 
January 5th The Education Act is now passed and will come into operation on March 
26th. 
 
April 1st On speaking to the Rector with reference to my appointment as member of the 
New Education Authority for Birkenhead, I am permitted to leave school in charge of 
Miss Dobie to attend the first meeting of the above named body on Thursday, April 2nd.  
 
July 1st From this day the school comes under the control of the education committee of 
the Education Act of 1902.  
 
December 18th Children assembled at 9.30a.m. Weather cold (temp.40 deg.) As the boiler 
is not working I decided to dismiss the children for the day. 
 
1904 
 
February 10th With deep sorrow I record the death of Mrs.Robin of the Rectory, one of 
the foundation managers of this school under the Act of 1902. 
 
May 10th Visit of Mr. Howard, H.M.I. during the dinner hour. He thoroughly examined 
the building and considered the neither lighting nor ventilation satisfactory. 
 
May 24th Empire Day. After prayers the Rector heard the children sing the song “Flag of 
Britain”. 
 
September 30th Visit of Mr. J.J. Jakeman to give his annual lesson on Temperance 
Subjects. He gave an object lesson on Digestion in Relation to Alcohol. 
 
1905 
 
April 14th Books of Moral Instruction received from Messrs. Arnold to be used in schools 
as per instruction of the Education authority. 
 
July 6th Mrs. Axton, who has occupied the position of sewing mistress for a period of 14 
years, gave her last lesson in this capacity today. 
 
August 30th The eclipse of the sun was observed by the children today with much interest. 
The children were taken into the schoolyard at 12 noon for the purpose. 
 
October 23rd Saturday last being the Centenary of the Battle of Trafalgar and the death of 
Nelson, the facts were impressed on the children by means of a special lesson on “Duty” 
also singing of the song “Twas in Trafalgar Bay”. 
 



1906 
 
September 7th I am sorry to have to record the death of an infant scholar aged 6, from 
diphtheria. His death took place at the Fever Hospital at Clatterbridge. 
 
September 14th By kind permission of the Manager of Merritts Brick Works, Oxton, the 
elder boys were conducted through the works today. The boys were much interested and 
saw the process of brick making by machinery from start to finish. 
 
1907 
 
May 6th School closed for three weeks caused by epidemic of whooping cough, will re-
open Monday May 27th 1907. 
 
 
September 6th W.G. Axton an Ex. V11 St. Scholar in this school was notified this 
morning that he had gained a free scholarship tenable at the Birkenhead Institute for 4 
years. 
 
1908 
 
April 10th School Library recently provided by managers (first instalment of 59 Vols:)  
opened yesterday. 
 
June 29th Sent St.11 boy home to have clothing repaired, the same being unfit to appear in 
at school. Have frequently spoken to boy on previous occasions about untidy and 
dilapidated clothing. 
 
1909 
 
May 24th This being Empire Day a change was made in the morning routine; after 
morning play patriotic songs were sung winding up with the National Anthem. 
 
August 25th Received through correspondent a circular letter drawing attention to weak 
arithmetic in the schools of the district as judged from the work of Scholarship 
Candidates. 
 
1910 
 
January 10th A very unpleasant smell apparently coming from some small decaying 
animal matter below the floorhas been perceived in the infants room during the week. A 
disinfectant has been used on the floor but with little benefit.  
 
May 9th Talked to the children about the death of the King which took place on Friday 
night at 11.45. Found them all polished up with the regard to the news of the sad event. 
 
May 10th Sang “God Save the King”at close of school on the occasion of the proclamation 
of the new King George V. 



 
May 18th The rector brought in a letter from the Sub. Ed. Com authorising the closing of 
the school on Friday on the occasion of the funeral of the late King Edward V11.  
 
June 22nd Visit of Dr. Yeoman, the Medical Officer of Health for the district. He advised 
the immediate closure of the school because of the measles epidemic. 
 
1911 
 
February 16th Received note from parent relative to punishment of a child - a boy in St. V 
– in which she stated that the injury was done to the boys hand. The Rector minutely 
examined, at my request , the boys hand and there was no mark or injury whatever. 
 
May 12th The piano duly arrived this morning from messrs. G. Rogers & Co. London via 
the Manchester Ship Canal. 
 
June 16th Broke up for weeks holiday to celebrate the Coronation of King George V. God 
Save the king. 
 
August 21st Received from CoronationCommittee two very handsome framed pictures of 
king George V and Queen Mary, to be hung in school as a memorial of the coronation, 
June 22nd, 1911. 
 
 
1912 
 
April 17th Lessons suspended in morning from 11.15 playtime to 12.15 for the purpose of 
allowing the children to observe the Eclipse of he Sun. The weather being favourable a 
splendid view of the phenomenon was obtained. 
 
December 6th The rector informed me that as a result of an enquiry by the Ad. Sub. Com 
it was the opinion of the committee that cases of corporal punishment were too frequent. I 
pointed out to the Rector that the cane was lightly and carefully used and he expressed 
himself as satisfied that there was no undue severity in the administration of corporal 
punishment. 
 
March 31st School rather small as several children are leaving the neighbourhood, as their 
parents being employees of Mr. Williamson of Arrowe Hall who is leaving the district this 
week. 
 
July 11th Holiday on the occasion of the visit of the King & Queen to Liverpool and 
district. 
 
1914 
 
June Miss Johnson leaves today. She has taught in the school for 7 years having 
previously been a scholar, pupil teacher and uncertified teacher. 
 



August Girls started going to the Upton Cookery Centre. Particulars received about 
Separation Allowances for soldiers’ wives, and making garments for soldiers.  
 
1915 
 
January Miss Paton gave a lantern lecture on the war. 
 
February Holiday for the local ploughing match. 
 
May Children invited to join in Lord Kinnaird’s scheme for providing YMCA tents for 
soldiers. 10/6d sent to the overseas club for comforts for the soldiers. 
 
July School closed because of spread of whooping cough. 
 
August 6th Girls to Housewifery course at Hoylake. 
 
November Children voted their prize money to be given to the Red Cross fund. 
 
1916 
 
January Two old scholars, now in Denbigh Hussars, visited the school. 
 
May Commenced according to the new time, clock having been advanced one hour. The 
ceremony of saluting the flag was performed this afternoon, after which patriotic songs 
were sung. 
 
1917 
 
May King’s proclamation with regard to waste read to the school. 
 
September Miss Dixon’s salary to be 25/- a week and Mrs. Axton’s to be £ 70-00 per 
year. 
 
October School closed for a week so children could help the farmers to collect the 
potatoes. 
 
1918 
 
March Visit of Mr. Bolton from the War Office to ask the help of the school in collecting 
eggs for wounded British soldiers in France. 
 
May several children late through going to see an aeroplane, which had alighted in a field 
nearby. 
 
September Blackberry collections going well… 3d. Housewifery girls unable to go to 
Hoylake because of railway strike. 
 
October School closed because of influenza. 



 
November Armistice signed. School carried on as usual except that pleasant lessons were 
chosen by the children themselves. 
 
1919 
 
March 19th Mishap during sewing lesson. Harriot Smith stated she had swallowed a 
portion of a needle. 
 
March 21st Received word that the needlepoint had been recovered without any harm. 
 
July Peace Celebration tea party held in local field. 
 
October As we are entirely without coal it is impossible to heat the school. 
 
November Coal delivered. 
 
1920 
 
January An improvement has been made in the infant’s room. The long desks have been 
cut in half and this makes them much more easily movable. 
 
February Received from Upton Station advice of arrival of goods for school. The 

handwork this week has taken the form of decorating the school for the soldiers’ 
supper. 

 
May Three children from one family have been moved to the fever hospital. All drains 

and gullies have been sprinkled with disinfectant.  
 
July Mrs. E.J. Whiteway retired from this school. Her record is: 
 

1 Scholar to April 21st 1882. 
2 Monitor in infants room April 21st. 
3 Transferred to Senior Dept. October 1882. 
4 November 12th 1886 Pupil Teacher. Distinguished at  
   Diocesan Exams, earning a grant of £ 2. 
5 November 12th 1886, left for another school. 
6 March 2nd 1891 appointed Infant’s teacher at this school. 
7 July 1920 retired. 

 
August Mrs Axton appointed temporary Sewing Mistress at 4/- per occasion of one and a 
half hours. 
 
October Organisation of the school. 
 
 Class 1 Headmaster.       Stds. 4,5,6,7. 
 Class 2                            Stds. 2 & 3. 
 Class 3 Miss Hardcastle Stds. 1 & Infants. 



 
November School closed and disinfected because of Chickenpox.  
 
December Owing to the early darkness on two days the school was closed at 3.45p.m. 
 
1921 
 
February Holiday for the Royal Wedding. 
 
April 26th Perceived a very objectionable smell that I suspect comes from a decaying 
body of a mouse. 
 
April 27th Sent the children home for the rest of the week because of the smell. I spent the 
greater part of the day putting down disinfectants.  
 
May I was surprised by the attendance of 15 children from the township of Thingwall, 
fare 1d. I took the children to have exercises in the new Parish Recreation Ground.  
 
June the heat was almost unbearable. 
 
  
 
 
1923 
 
February Many children still ill and today the chorus of coughing has seriously interfered  
with the work of the school. In my opinion several children are suffering from a cough  
which sounds like whooping cough. Received telegram from Dr. Young this morning 
“Close this week”. Released children at 12 noon for the rest of the week. 
 
April Whole day’s holiday in honour of the wedding of H.R.H. Duke of York. 
 
May Empire Day. From 11.30 a.m. to 12.00 noon the children assembled for a ceremony 
in celebrating Empire Day.  Miss Robin the rector’s daughter, was present and Mrs. 
Newcome played the piano for the singing, leaving me free to conduct. The programme 
was: - 91) “O God our help in ages past”. (2) An address by the head teacher. (3) Singing 
of Kipling’s “Recessional”. (4) “Saluting the Flag”. (5) “God save the King”. The 
afternoon was a half-holiday. 
 
June The children of two families are absent for the day – going for an outing arranged 
for employees of Mr. Royden’s farm. 
 
December The children will now look forward to two Christmas parties, one derived from 
the proceeds of the concert, and the other given by Miss Stuart Johnson of Arrowe Hall. 
Both parties will be in the school. 
 
1924 
 



June Telephone communication with Mr. Fleay concerning a scholar named Bernard 
Hodgkiss aged 14, birthday 11.5.10 who commenced work today. 
 
July There will be a school meal-race, games and tea for all children attending this school 
tomorrow July 17th. The meal will take place on the lawns of Arrowe Hall and will be 
given by Mr. & Mrs. Stewart Johnson of Arrowe Hall. The staff will be present organise. 
This will be a suitable ending of a good year’s work by the children. 
 
August Miss K. Davies has given the managers one month’s notice to terminate her 
resignation to be effective on September 30th 1924. The reason is that she is to be married 
after that date. 
 
1927 
 
January Representative of Birkenhead Gas Department visited to enquire upon the 
question of supplying gaslights and cooking stoves to this school. Applied by telephone 
for permission to take one occasional holiday on Thursday afternoon, February 3rd, to 
allow a party of 30 school children to view the “Mauritania”.  
 
November Managers have allowed the use of paraffin oil lamps in school on dull days. 
Placed on record that the provision of warm drinks for children at dinnertime is 
progressing satisfactory. Today 27 children had warm drinks, Cocoa or Ovaltine and food 
was brought to be warmed. 
 
1931 
 
September  A party of 55 children under the supervision of the Head Teacher and Miss 
Price, assisted by a few parents was taken to the shipping exhibition at St. George’s hall, 
Liverpool. The children were able to see a wonderful collection of ship models, paintings, 
nautical instruments and machinery. The children were greatly interested and spent a most 
enjoyable afternoon among exhibits of great educational value. 
 
1934 
 
June Three children run in the finals of the Birkenhead Schools Athletic Contest on the 
ground of Tranmere Rovers F.C. A number of children go to watch the sports. 
 
July Instructions given to children re King & Queen’s visit to Birkenhead on Wednesday 
July 18th. “Medallions given to the children”. 
 
January We are offered the occasional use of a wireless set which has recently been given 
to Rev. Robin. 
 
April Miss Dobson offers free conveyance for all the scholars to the Plaza Cinema next 
week to see the Safety First Film, also a jungle book to each scholar to commemorate the 
King’s Silver Jubilee next Monday. 
 
1935 



 
October A number of books received from the re-organised schools.  1936 
 
January 21st King George died last night. Special hymns & prayers. 
 
February A number “lates2 through sliding on the Rectory duck pond. 
 
August Boys and girls commenced cookery and woodwork classes at the Woodlands 
School. 
 
December 10th King abdicates. 
 
1937 
 
February Desks cleared for the usual weekend upheaval breakfast and Sunday school. 
 
April Children picked out for the Maypole dances. 
 
May 11th 4p.m. Tea in school. (6d each child) is allowed by the local Education Authority 
to celebrate the Coronation of King George V1 and Queen Elizabeth. 
 
June Woodwork boys allowed to swim in the Woodlands bath. 
 
October 21st …… played truant and was thrashed by his father. 
 
1938 
 
May Meeting of Head Teachers re A.R.P. 
 
September The first of the apparatus (a rope) for A.R.P. arrives. 
 
October Fitting of gas masks for the children arrives. 
 
1939 
 
June Head attends meeting at Conway St. School re evacuation of children during 
hostilities.  
 
Boys refused permission to leave school to ring bells for a wedding. 
 
August 25th Head phones Director of Education for instructions during the crises in 
Europe. This school is in a neutral zone and will not be evacuated.  
 
September 1st Germany bombs cities in Poland. Orders received to close the school. 
Evacuation of schools in the town. 
 
November 1st School re-opened after two months “holiday” owing to the war. 
 



Numerous applications from parents in the town for children to come to this school. 
 
Rev. Robin phones office re dark curtains for the windows. 
 
November 17th Air raid warning. Time taken one and a half minutes to get cover. 
 
1940 
 
January Deep snow. Boys dig out “dug out”. Roads blocked to a depth of 6 feet. 
 
May Schools in evacuation areas are to open again. 
 
June Letter sent in for sanitary buckets for the air raid shelter. 
 
July Practice for teams with stirrup pump. Very popular! Children to attend mornings 
only, including Saturday. Teachers to take a fortnight off in turn. 
 
August Children have been affected by air raid alarms interrupting their sleep. Windows 
have been pasted over to prevent flying glass. 
 
August 19th Severe bombing during the night.    
 
August 30th Bombs dropped locally. 
 
September All through this month, alarms drive children to the shelter. Work seriously 
interrupted. 
 
November This week has seen only two air raid warnings. 
 
December Miss Hardcastle resigned after being at the school for 20 years. 
 
1941 
 
January Owing to heavy snow the only way to Arrowe Corner is across “Town Field” 
and the Rectory lawn. Caretaker unable to reach the school so no heating Temperature is 
40 degrees.  
 
March 13th Very poor attendance after the worst air raid ever. Education Office says, 
“Carry on”! 
 
March 14th Attendance little better after a second “Blitz”.  
 
May 1st School building damaged after a high explosive bomb dropped by Hun airmen. 
Four bombs close to the school. 
 
May 2nd School transferred to the parish Hall. 
 



May 6th Incendiary bombs and high explosive bombs dropped near the school. At 2p.m. a 
high explosive bomb exploded just beyond the churchyard and Poole Lane. No children 
hurt although masses of soil and clay made holes in the roof. 
 
May 14th Another delayed bomb exploded near by. 
 
June Several cases of German measles! 
 
September 26th Rev. B.P. Robin called in to say, “Goodbye”, before leaving to become 
Bishop of Adelaide. 
 
October 20th Rev. R.C. Wainwright inducted as Rector. 
 
1942 
 
January Many children absent owing to deep snow. Lane blocked by 6-foot drifts. 
 
February Nutrition survey. 
 
Damaged building at last repaired and redecorated. 
 
May Managers unanimously rejected the Education Authority’s suggestion to transfer the 
11 plus children. 
 
School moved back from the Parish Hall. Two men and a handcart came to do it. 
 
July 7th The wireless set has been fixed up.  
 
Commencement of “Holidays at Home”, when Teachers attend full time and children who 
wish to, attend. Children entertained by such things as a River trip, conjuror & 
ventriloquist, cricket, rounders, walks, picnics, scouting, country dancing etc. 
 
September still no light on the air raid shelter. 
 
October Rule that there will be no heating until November. 
 
1943 
 
March Wings for victory week. 
 
May Headmaster had to attend to the lavatory buckets, which had been emptied but not 
refilled with chemicals. 
 
Fire and stirrup pump practise. 
 
August It is now probable that school dinners will soon be available. 
 
The school buckets have not been emptied at the weekend. 



 
September Two army men called to appeal for old gramophone records. 
 
October School Dinners started in the Parish Hall. 
 
November knife, fork and two spoons missing from Canteen. 
 
1944 
 
March Book salvage campaign. 
 
April “Salute The Soldier” Savings Week. 
 
May Visit of parent re oversize clothing coupons. 
 
October Children weighed and measured for height and length of oversize feet. Another 
imposition on the Headmaster. Details sent to Chester. Need for new Church School 
emphasised. 
 
October 24th Remains of crashed aeroplane brought to school to hand over to the Police. 
 
 
 
 
1945 
 
March Notices of the “Common Entrance Exam” sent to parents. 
 
May Head teacher brings flagpole to the school in readiness for V.E. Day. 
 
May 8th Flag hoisted on the belfry of the school to celebrate V.E. Day. Service in church. 
 
September During the holiday the war with Japan ended and V.J. Day was celebrated. 
 
October Trip to Loggerheads to celebrate V.J. Day 
 
November Complaint sent to Arrowe Park Canteen re uncooked meat and potatoes. 
 
1946 
 
July Meeting with the parents of 11 plus children and explained the changes about to take 
place in connection with the forcible abstraction of the seniors. 
 
September Seniors have now left for Temple Road School. 
 
October The boys sent to Temple Road returned this morning for religious instruction. 
The girls had not been informed. 
 



1947 
 
February No heat in school this week owing to Shinwell’s cut in electricity. 
 
April The two hours summer time affects work. 
 
July School used to polling re Sunday pictures. School hockey sticks sold to Alpha Drive 
School. 
 
November Rev. R.C. Wainwright leaves Woodchurch. Air raid shelter demolished. 
 
1948 
 
January Rev. Turvey took scripture with seniors for the first time. 
 
February Dinner unsatisfactory. Loaf bought at Mutch’s shop. 
 
March Dinner money and tickets. Bank in the morning. Parents asking for child’s 
admission. J. Gould swallows a pin. Parent calls. Investigation re lost 6d. Laundry. 
Electricity engineer calls. Rest of day free for teaching! 
 
April Mayor W.E. Power called. Bombed glass exchanged for clear glass. 
 
October John N…. absent with “thrush”. 
 
1949 
 
More new children from the Woodchurch Estate. 
 
November We are over burdened with form filling and revert to a simpler system. 
 
1950 
 
January Inspection of lavatories after letter of complaint. Found to be clean and smelling 
of nothing but disinfectant. (N.B. There were only Elsan type toilets in these days). 
 
May Children see the Queen in Borough Road. Launch of the Ark Royal. 
 
June School now full with 110 on the books. Head master leaves school to attend a swarm 
of bees. 
 
July Inspection by Education Committee of Parish Hall for the use as classroom. 
 
September Lavatory buckets need emptying three times a week now. Parcel of sweets 
arrived from Birkenhead, New Zealand.  
 
December 21st The Head master, Mr. R. Tyson leaves the school after eighteen and a half 
years. Miss D. Wartnaby left to become a nun. 



 
1951 
 
July 12th Diocesan architect visited school to inspect site for new one. 
 
October Children changed into P.E. shorts for the first time. 
 
November Dinner delivered three quarters of an hour late because of a power cut. 
 
1952 
 
January Parish Hall used as a classroom to ease the over crowding caused by the growth 
of the estate. 
 
February 15th School to Church for Memorial Service for George V1. 
 
April Number on roll now 140. Continual stream of parents calling to get their children in 
school, having just moved on to the Estate. 
 
June Number on roll now 150. 
 
September Number on roll now 162. 
 
November Tricky job getting to school what with the old roads being cut and the new 
ones not finished. 
 
1953 
 
March School meals now cost 9d, an increase of 2d. A parent drew my attention to the 
idle chatter on the Estate that the toilets (Elsans) were the cause of many diseases on the 
Estate. The telephone was fitted into the school today. 
 
May Coronation parties. Children given mugs. 
 
September Number on roll now 164, the absolute maximum. 
 
1954 
 
February 11th Work began on the new school. 
 
May 3rd Foundation stone of new school laid. 
 
September The new Fender School having opened, we have lost some pupils. 
 
November The keys of the new school handed over today. (Infants Dept). 
 
November 26th Moved out of old building. 
 



December 3rd Keys of old building handed over to the builders for partial demolition and 
conversion into a kitchen. Temporary heating in the new building most unsatisfactory. 
 
1955 
 
January New heating in action and school beautifully warm. 
 
September School opened in the new building. 
 
September 14th The Lord Bishop of Chester, The Right Reverend Gerald Ellison 
dedicated the new building. Ladies of the P.T.A. did the catering. 
 
September 16th School opened to the public during the evening. 
 
September 26th Nurse called and for the first time for years found children with dirty 
heads. Parish Hall still in use as a classroom. Number on register now 360. All spaces 
filled. 
 
1957 
 
January Number on register now 375. 
 
May Children taken to Chester Cathedral. 
 
July Prizes distributed by the Bishop of Adelaide (former Rector of Woodchurch, R. Rev. 
B.P. Robin). Children taken by bus to New Chester Road to see the Queen. Everybody 
soaked by the end of the afternoon. 
 
September Number on roll now 355. 
 
September 27th 111 children away ill. 
 
October    123 Children away ill. 
 
1958 
 
May Party of girls taken over Lee’s Tapestry Works. Party of children taken to Belgium 
during the summer holidays.  
 
 
 
1959 
 
 
Holiday for Queen’s visit. 
 
1960 
 



March Work started on school playing field. (Finished in 1970)! 
 
September School clerk for the first time. Three days a week. 
 
1961 
 
March Fences around the school fitted. Cut down vandalism considerably. 
 
July Mr. Moulden took a party of about 60 children to Llangollen for the day. During the 
summer holidays a party of children taken to Belgium. 
 
September New Rector, Rev. R.S. Wilkinson, inducted. Bees Ltd set out school grounds. 
 
1962 
 
January The Tombola, which has raised over £ 1,300 over the last couple of years, finally 
petered out. All this money has been spent on providing extra amenities for the school. 
 
April Dog bit two children in the yard. This was his seventh bite! He was subsequently 
destroyed. 
 
June Party of children taken to the new Coventry Cathedral.  
 
September School re-opened. For the first time in its history, it has a separate class for 
each age group. 
 
November The “White Cottages” opposite the school demolished. Stage erected in the 
school hall. 
 
1963 
 
January Mrs. Gladys Lightfoot, a teacher at this school, died today. She was adored by 
the children and was a most brave unselfish soul. 
 
February Blizzard today. The children have not yet been out to play this year! 
 
November Extensions to the Church started. 
 
1964 
 
February Calvary on the end of the school dedicated. 
 
April Children going to the baths, in school time, for the first time ever. 
 
July New school sign erected. 
 
December Party of children taken to Liverpool to see Hansel and Gretel. 
 



1965 
 
June Mr. R. Tyson, former Head of this school, buried today. 
 
July Party of children taken to the Isle of Man. 
 
September Work on the new Medical room commenced. 
 
1966 
 
July Mrs. E.E. Marrow, teacher in charge of the Infants dept. retired. 
 
1967 
 
January Number on register now 270. 
 
October Mrs. Rushforth, caretaker of the school for 20 years retired. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 


	December many of the bigger boys had to be a way this week for several days in attendance upon some gentlemen shooting in the neighbourhood.
	August Jane Realy has been engaged to teach the infants at a salary of 6/-a week, holidays not counted, and Wm. Bennett as monitor at 1/6d per week.
	October Blackberry gathering and harvest work entirely over, we are now settled to our work.
	1873-1883.
	1875
	Extracts from the Log Books, cont…

	July The Neston Ladies Club Feast on Thursday kept a number away.
	Needlework

	January Parish Hall used as a classroom to ease the over crowding caused by the growth of the estate.

