
Holy Cross Church 
 
Truly beautiful and inspiring, the present building shows some of its history to 
those visiting, but much remains a mystery. In the Domesday Book, 1086, it 
states there is a priest in the manor of Landechene, which was a large manor 
including present day Woodchurch. There are several explanations for the name 
‘Landican’, but most likely derived from ‘Llan-de-Chene’ meaning ‘Church In The 
Wood’. This would point to the probability of a church on this site in Norman 
times. 
 
It is possible that a church had been on this site a lot earlier, however, as stories 
persist that the settlement was founded by St. Tecwyn, a Celtic monk who was a 
missionary in Wales. There is also a remnant of a Saxon wheel cross built into 
the wall of the chancel, but neither of these factors give strong historical evidence 
upon which to prove the age of the earliest church. 
 
Certainly the present building provides plenty of interest for any historian. The 
tower bears the date 1675, the initials NL and GV being Nathanial Leene and 
George Urmston, who were churchwardens at the time. This tower encased an 
older Norman tower, still contained inside. 
 
The church porch is from Tudor times, and as you enter the church deep grooves 
can be seen in the stone which are attributed to arrow sharpening, as 
churchyards were places for archery practice. Inside the porch are fragments of 
medieval glass, and the studded door is at least 400 years old. 
 
As you enter into the south aisle above you is the datestone 1584, which was the 
date of renovation to enlarge the church, and the arches were put in place; notice 
how much these now lean! To the left are two superb examples of bread shelves, 
where loaves were places to distribute to the poor, each inscribed with their 
benefactor. 
 
The north aisle is the new extension consecrated in 1965. When demolishing the 
old north wall a plain but beautiful door was discovered, previously walled up. 
This so called ‘Devil’s Doorway’ was moved and can now be seen as the 
entrance to the vestry. The design of the door would also give evidence to 
Norman origins. 
 
At the rear of the nave hangs a fascinating charity board, 1741. This gives details 
of cow, bread and other charities established for the benefit of the poor, and also 
includes details of Gleave’s trust for the founding of the school. You can also 
view the names and some detail of the Rectors of Woodchurch from 1286. 
 
The chancel is described as ‘weeping’ in that it was purposely built slightly 
crooked, said to symbolise the head of Christ inclined on the cross. It is also said 



that stonemasons felt they should never consider themselves ‘good’ enough to 
build something perfect for God. 
 
The chancel contains many fascinating artefacts, including superb wooden family 
memorial boards from the 1600’s and four Jacobean bench ends, with carvings 
of a phoenix, a mailed fist, a lion, fleur de lys, pelicans, poppy heads and 
wrestlers – see if you can spot them all! You can also see the saxon cross head 
mentioned earlier. The window was given by George Smith King, in 1844, and is 
a mixture of  a central panel crucifixion, surrounded by older seventeenth century 
roundels and a lower medallion of St. Peter possibly from the 1500’s. 
 
The Rood Screen was designed by B.A. Millar of Liverpool, carved from 
Barnstondale oak by A. Durst and given to the church in memory of Blanche 
Burroughs. It dates from the 1930’s and under the central carving of Christ on the 
cross is a vine encircling scenes representing the sacraments. The uprights are 
carved Moses, Elijah, St. Peter, St. Luke, St. Columba and St. Augustine. 
 
This introduction can only whet the appetite for a visit to the church (I have not 
mentioned the organ, the bells, the font etc. etc. etc!) Its history, and the school’s 
intertwining within that history, make this one of the most fascinating buildings in 
Wirral. 


