
The first record that we have of William Gleave’s bequest is the School Trust Deed of 1673. 
The first purchase of land at Newton cum Larton took place in this year. 
 
In 1676 the school was presented with its first library of books: 
 

In 1676 the School received a handsome gift. "Richard Adams, Master of Arts, born in the 
Parsonage House, at Woodchurch in his life time, in the year 1676, purchased and gave 
for ever to the use of the free School lately founded, a certain study of books, in number 
394, with a Scrutore the same containing." 

 
The first recorded Head Teacher of Woodchurch School was the Rev. Richard Smith curate 
of Woodchurch who according to the minutes of the School Trustees was Master about 
1717. 
 
Girls were first admitted to the school in 1840: 
 

“In the year 1840 the Rev. Joshua King, M/A. Rector of Woodchurch, raised upon the 
walls of the free School a room for a girls school at a cost of £ 124-14s.” 

 
The School opened for the first time on the current site on August 1, 1873. 
 
The first entry in the School Log Book was made on August 4 1873: 

 
The present teacher (M. T. Yates) commenced duty this morning. 
The school is now placed under Government inspection for the first time. The Diocesan 
Inspector will also examine it once a year. 
The building is a new one and well adapted for school purposes. Nothing has been 
spared which would render the premises more complete. 
The Government requirements have been attended to. Boys and girls have separate 
entrances and conveniences. There is also a large classroom for the infants. 
The light is good, and the ventilation seems very satisfactory. 

 
First recorded Sports/Prize Day took place on August 7 1874: 

 
On Tuesday 5th we had our school treat on the anniversary of the opening of the new 
school. Day and Sunday scholars were present. The Treat and prizes were given by the 
Rev’d P. R. Robin. 
 
In the afternoon of the 5th the children met at 3 in the playgrounds. After running a number 
of races, 105 sat down to tea in the schoolroom. Sweets and nuts were scrambled on the 
lawn after which the prizes were given. 

 
The first Government Inspection (A forerunner to OFSTED) took place on October 22 1874: 
 

On Wednesday the Reverend H. Smith, H.M. Inspector called at ¼ past 4 when all but the 
1st Class had been dismissed. He looked over the Register, Cash Book and Sewing and 
heard the P.T. (Pupil Teacher) read. I also asked the 1st Class a few questions on 
Geography at his request. 
 
On Thursday the 22nd our annual inspection took place. Mr. Williams was the Examiner. 
Every child qualified for presentation, who could attend, was present excepting Stephen 
Foy. His mother would not allow him to be here. 
 
Total present 78 Of whom 72 were on the books. 



 
The following were withdrawn 
 
Margaret Williams Aged  7 
Annie Capper “ 9 
Elizabeth Burgess “ 8 
Elizabeth Mullineux “ 7 
Margaret Ashton “ 7 
Joseph Jordan “ 7 
Thomas Johnson “ 7 
Away from home: - 
Charles Craig and Eliz. Craig 
 
Number presented 58. 
 
Miss C. Shaw and Mrs. Monk were present. 

 
The Inspection report is recorded in the school Log Book on November 24, 1874: 
 

Government Report 
 
For 14 months. Grant £52. 19s. 4d. 
 
“The school is evidently taught with great care, and the four Standards presented for 
examination have passed satisfactorily on the whole. Most of the slate and paper work is 
done in good style. The reading of the infants and of the children in the lower Standards 
needs attention. Simultaneous answering should be avoided.” 
 
L. Moorby. Grammar and Arithmetic 
 
School Staff 
 
Matthew Thompson Yates, certificated teacher of the 2nd Class 
Leonard Moorby, Pupil teacher of the 1st year 

 
The school had its first boiler delivered and installed in 1890: 
 

June 26 1890 
 
The Boiler and apparatus for heating the school has arrived and the work of putting them 
in will be done during the holidays. 

 
October 31 1890 
 
New heating apparatus at work, seems very powerful and will no doubt, when we get into 
the proper way of managing it, be a great comfort to the school. 

 
No school pence to be paid by the September 1 1891 (Prior to this each child had to pay 3 
pence per week to come to school): 
 

The New Education Act 
The Managers have received a form from the Education Department inquiring whether it 
is their intention to avail themselves of the Act or not, and if so when. In reply it was stated 
that the Managers intended applying the provisions of the act to this school and would 
place the school under it on September 1 1891. The children have therefore been told 
that on and after September 1 no charge whatever will be made to them. 



 



The first known school trip is recorded in the school log book on August 17 1894: 
 

Children’s Summer Treat 
 
This took place on Wednesday August 15th.It was originated by Mr. G.W. Ziegler who 
offered £1 and the horses and men necessary to take the children to a suitable place. 
Other gentlemen subscribed most generously and with the help of smaller voluntary 
offerings from parents the total amount collected reached just over £8. 
The children were taken to Leasowe and donkey rides, games, sports and a capital tea 
filled up the afternoon. The weather was unfortunately not very propitious but in spite of 
that the children managed to enjoy themselves very well. All went off well and all arrived 
home in safety. 

 
Also on August 17 1894 paper was used for all of the childrens work, prior to this date the 
children were still using chalk and a slate for some of their work: 
 

Work of the School 
 
The children are doing their work entirely on paper. 

 
The beginnings of the school football team:  
 

September 19 1902 
 

Physical Exercises not taken during the week as a School Football Club has been started 
and such is the enthusiasm of the boys that they have played morning noon and night in a 
field opposite the School house by kind permission of Mr. Croxton the tenant. 
The girls to have had games at ball of a more or less organised nature. 

 
On July 1 1903 the school came under the control of the local Education Authority:  
 

From this date this school comes under the control of the Education Committee of the 
Cheshire County Council by virtue of the Elementary Education Act 1902. Two 
communications have been received from the new Authority.  
1st A communication stating that teachers are to consider themselves retained by the 
Authority at their present salaries as from July 1st.  
2nd A requisition form for goods required for the school for the quarter ending Sep. 30 
1903. 

 
The first piano: 
 

MAY 12 1911 
 
The piano duly arrived this morning, from Messrs. George Rogers & Co London via the 
Manchester Ship Canal. It is a handsome instrument & appears to be perfect in tone & 
touch and has arrived in good condition. 
 

School supplied with toilet paper for the first time, prior to this squares of newspaper 
would have been used: 
 

DEC 1 1911 
 
Official Communications received by correspondent & passed to me relative to: - 

1. Punishment book to be examined by managers at their meetings. 
2. Xmas Holiday to commence as from Thursday Evening Dec 21. 
3. School offices to be supplied with toilet paper. 



 
Laundry classes for the girls began on May 20 1913: 
 

Received communication signed R. MacDougall asking that girls in Stds V … VII should 
attend Laundry Class at Upton commencing Tuesday 27th at 1.30 p.m. 
 

Country Dancing, a Woodchurch tradition into the 1970’s, had its origins in 1926: 
 

MAY 7 1926 
 

“Country dancing is now being taught throughout the school by Head teacher and Miss 
Hardcastle, who are attending courses of lessons in that subject.  

 
The installation of gas lighting was first proposed in 1927: 
 

JANUARY 19 1927 
 

Representative of Birkenhead Gas Department visited to enquire upon the question of 
supplying gas lights and cooking stove to this school. 

 
It was finally installed some three years later: 
 

JANUARY 6 1930 
 

Gas lighting is now fitted in school. 
 
A first visit to Liverpool for some: 
 

FEBRUARY 3 1927 
 

A very enjoyable and educational half day was spent. A party of 50 children was 
conducted by Head Teacher and teachers by charabanc from school to board the 
Mauretania. An hour and half was also spent in the Liverpool Museum where we 
examined exhibits in the British Mammals and Birds section and in the Aquarium. A 
surprisingly large number of the children had not even been to Liverpool before. 

 
A new Education Authority: 
 

MARCH 31 1933 
 
“The last day under the Cheshire Education Authority.  

 
APRIL 1 1933 
 
The first school day under the Birkenhead Education Authority. 

 
 
Electricity comes to Woodchurch School: 
 

DECEMBER 1 1933 
 

Rev. Robin reports that a Managers’ meeting was held on November 28th and the 
following items were discussed:-  

1. The lighting of school and school house by electricity 
2. The repair or replacement of leaking latrine buckets 
3. The acquisition of land for extension of school playground 



 
JANUARY 8 1934 

 
Electric light is now installed in the school. 

 
The first wireless: 
 

JANUARY 11 1935 
 

We are offered the occasional use of a wireless set which has recently been given to Rev. 
Robin. 
 

The first signs of war: 
 

SEPTEMBER 30 1938 
 

The Headmaster volunteers for service under Air Raid Precautions and sends form up to 
Education Office. The first of the apparatus (a rope) for Air Raid Precautions arrives. 
 
 
APRIL 4 1939 

 
Gas masks for children arrive. 

 
An air raid shelter arrives: 
 

NOVEMBER 1 1939 
 

Reopen school after two months “holiday” owing to War. Instructions given by Office that 
numbers are to be limited to the 60 to 65 able to be accommodated in the Air Raid 
Shelter. The opening of school was delayed awaiting completion of this shelter. Numerous 
applications by parents from the Town for children to come to this school. These have to 
be refused owing to limited size of Air Raid Shelter. No children are admitted this week 
until I see which children have been evacuated or have left. 

 
Its first use: 
 

NOVEMBER 17 1939 
 

Air Raid Warning. Children and teachers go to Air Raid Shelter. Time taken = 2 minutes. 
Time taken in the previous practices 1½ and 2¼ minutes. The All Clear Signal sounded 
within 5 minutes. 

 
First Damage of the war: 
 

MAY 1 1941 
 

The school building severely damaged by the blast from a high explosive bomb dropped 
by Hun airmen at 11.40pm. Four bombs close to school. 
 

School dinners are served for the first time: 
 

AUGUST 20 1943 
 

It is now probable that school dinners will soon be available. Use of Parish Hall discussed. 
 



OCTOBER 25 1943 
 

Inauguration of school dinners in Parish Hall. 
 
Mrs. Thorntons’ first day:  
 

JUNE 9 1947 
 

Mrs. Thornton starts work as Assistant Mistress. 
 
The schools’ first typewriter: 
 

MARCH 3 1953 
 

At a meeting of the PTA last evening a typewriter was presented to the school. 
 
The schools’ first telephone: 
 

MARCH 26 1953 
 

Telephone fitted in school today.  
 
Building of the new school begins: 
 

FEBRUARY 8 1954 
 

School Managers give permission to Messrs Thornton to commence work on new school. 
 

It has an immediate effect on the running of the school: 
 

FEBRUARY 11 1954 
 
First interruption by workmen starting preliminary work on new school. 

 
 
The first visit of a Bishop: 

 
MAY 3 1954 

 
Laying of the Foundation Stone for the new school by the Bishop of Chester. 

 
The first day in the new school: 
 

NOVEMBER 26 1954 
 

Half holiday for move into new school. Gale and rain made everywhere wet and muddy. 
However with the help of a number of children and the men from the Cleansing 
Department the move was completed and a reasonable state of orderliness was obtained 
by 4.00 p.m. 

 
The BBC begins a new service to schools: 

 
SEPTEMBER 19 1955 

 
BBC broadcasts to schools started. 



 
The new kitchen (converted from one of the old school rooms) opens: 

 
OCTOBER 4 1955 

 
School kitchen used for the first time. 

 
The school is to have a new sports field: 
 

MARCH 30 1960 
 

Work started on the school playing field. 
 

A room for each class: 
 

SEPTEMBER 3 1962 
 
School consists of 7 classes – one for each age group. Each class has a room to itself – 
the first time in the history of the school. 
 

 
A first visit to the swimming pool: 

 
APRIL 17 1964 

 
Children to baths, in school time, on a private bus for the first time. 
 

Over 12’s in the Juniors: 
 

SEPTEMBER 6 1971 
 
This is the first year we have had a 12+ group in the “Middle School” under the new 
Comprehensive Reorganisation Scheme. 
 

 
1978 brought the first recorded disruption to the school due to industrial action by 
teachers: 
 

MARCH 13 1978. 
 
In support of their pay claim for 1978/79 the members of the NUT on the staff of 
Woodchurch CE School imposed sanctions and refused to collect dinner monis, 
supervise the school meal and use their cars for official school use. The result was that 
the school had to send home six of its classes at dinner time which caused much 
inconvenience amongst children and parents – a sad reflection of our time. 

 
The school bank first opened on March 5 1982: 
 

The school branch of the Yorkshire Bank operated by pupils, opened for the benefit of 
pupils – a great success 

 
A new sporting competition: 
 

MAY 10 1983 
 



The school took part (for the first time) in the Woodchurch Middle Schools Cross Country 
Run. 
 

The first computers (these were BBC Computers) arrived in school on July 5 1984: 
 

The school took delivery of the computer purchased with funds raised by the May fayre 
and a Department of Industry Computer. 

 
In 1985 the school saw its first closure due to industrial action by staff. 
 

JANUARY 28 1985 
 
School was not cleaned at the end of the day due to a strike by N.U.P.E. Union members 
against cuts in their service to education. School meals staff also withdrew their labour 
and children had to go home for their dinner as a consequence. 

 
FEBRUARY 1 1985 

 
After a week without cleaning services and with regard to the health risk the school was 
closed till further notice. 
 

Making Maritime History in Liverpool: 
 
OCTOBER 30 1985 
 
Class 6 visited the Maritime Museum and became one of the first classes to utilise the 
educational facilities of the Harbour Masters House Complex. 
 

The first election of a Parent Governor took place on September 12 1985: 
 
A meeting of parents was held at the school to elect a parent governor to the newly 
constituted Governing Body. 
 

The first Governors Annual Report to Parents: 
 

JUNE 9 1987 
 
The school hosted the first public meeting of Governors attended by parents – not well 
attended but nevertheless a lively meeting. 

 
Greater choice for school dinners and the Standard Day introduced: 
 

JANUARY 15 1988 
 
Introduction today of 

(i) Choice Menus at dinner time 
(ii) The Standard School day with Infants and Juniors ending their day in school 

together at 3.30 instead of 3.15 and 3.45.   
 
The first S.A.T.’s are completed: 

 
MAY 21 1991 
 
SAT’s completed – on time – no body on the edge of a nervous breakdown!  
 

Regular library visits begin for all classes: 



 
MAY 1 1992 

 
The first visit to the local library on Home Farm Road in a scheme set up by which each 
class in turn will visit the library on a weekly basis. 
 

 
Inauguration of the Russell Gover Memorial Shield:  
 

OCTOBER 6 1992 
 

The inaugural fixtures of the Russell Gover Shield take place. 
The first Winners of The Russell Gover Memorial Shield were Fender and St. Michaels 
jointly. Woodchurch had to wait until 1994/95 for their first success in the competition: 
 

JULY 7 1993 
 
The School joined with Arrowe Hill, Fender and St. Michaels for the Russell Gover 
Memorial Shield Presentations, which was held at the Woodchurch Sports Centre. The 
presentation was made the Welsh football captain Barry Horne of Everton. Fender and St. 
Michaels were joint winners of the shield, sportsmanship awards were made to children in 
each school and certificates were presented to all who had taken part – a really good 
afternoon. 

 
The first female Head Teacher is appointed by the Governors: 
 

MAY 21 1997 
 
Headship Interviews at PDC Acre Lane. 
Mrs. Gillian Jones of New Brighton Primary School Deputy Headteacher appointed with 
effect from 1st September 1997. An historic moment – the first lady headteacher in the 
history of Woodchurch C of E PrimarySchool. 
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