
EXCERPTS FROM THE SCHOOL LOGS 
 

AUGUST 4 1873 
 
The present teacher (M. T. Yates) commenced duty this morning. 
The school is now placed under Government inspection for the first time. The Diocesan 
Inspector will also examine it once a year. 
The building is a new one and well adapted for school purposes. Nothing has been spared 
which would render the premises more complete. 
The Government requirements have been attended to. Boys and girls have separate 
entrances and conveniences. There is also a large classroom for the infants. 
 
AUGUST 8 1873 
 
The children are very backward. Some of the children over 7 have no notion whatever of any 
of their schoolwork. Writing is very bad throughout the school. Reading and arithmetic 
hardly fair. 
 
AUGUST 15 1873 
 
Woodchurch school being endowed for the benefit of the parishioners, children living in 
other parishes are only admitted upon payment of double fees. 
 
NOVEMBER 14 1873 
 
Several of the first class boys are often late. I have spoken to them of the evil of such a 
bad habit and I trust they will try to avoid further indulging in it. 
 
AUGUST 7 1874 
 
On Tuesday 5th we had our school treat on the anniversary of the opening of the new school. 
Day and Sunday scholars were present. The Treat and prizes were given by the Rev’d P. R. 
Robin. 
 
In the afternoon of the 5th the children met at 3 in the playgrounds. After running a 
number of races, 105 sat down to tea in the schoolroom. Sweets and nuts were scrambled on 
the lawn after which the prizes were given. 
 
NOVEMBER 24 1874 
 
Government Report 
 
“The school is evidently taught with great care, and the four Standards presented for 
examination have passed satisfactorily on the whole. Most of the slate and paper work is 
done in good style. The reading of the infants and of the children in the lower Standards 
needs attention. Simultaneous answering should be avoided.” 



Annual Grant £52. 19s. 4d. 
 
School Staff 
 
Matthew Thompson Yates, certificated teacher of the 2nd Class 
Leonard Moorby, Pupil teacher of the 1st year 
 
DECEMBER 30 1874 
 
To celebrate her eldest son’s birthday, Mrs. Monk of Woodchurch Farm gave her second 
annual treat to the School children. 
About 80 sat down to tea after which a magic lantern was exhibited. 
Each child then received a present (pen and pencil or toy) and an orange. 
 
AUGUST 27 1875 
 
On Monday a new swing was completed in the boys’ playground. It has been put up at the 
expense of Mrs. Shaw of Arrowe Hall, one of the Managers of the school. It is a very 
substantial erection and contains seven ropes. 
 
JANUARY 21 1876 
 
Mary A. Smith was sent home on Tuesday morning for a fortnight’s fees owing for being 
absent a fortnight without sufficient cause. She has not yet returned to school. 
On Wednesday Samuel Scholes aged 12 years – without permission, and having been 
distinctly told not to go – went away at playtime to follow the hounds. Immediately upon 
missing him I sent his brother Joseph, aged 9, to fetch him back. He refused to come. 
Finding that he had not been home to his dinner, and was only a few minutes’ walk away from 
the school I sent the pupil teacher for him at half past one. He again refused. Thus being 
marked absent for the day. 
At three the same afternoon, he returned. 
Whereupon, both as a punishment to himself and an example to the rest I gave him a very 
severe flogging. 
 
APRIL 30 1878 
 
Entered upon my duties as Master of this school, my wife being appointed as sewing 
mistress. 
signed 
Mark Worth 
 
NOVEMBER 28 1878 
 
Government Report 
 



“The first and second classes read fairly well: in all other respects the children are 
exceedingly backward. The first standard seems to have been greatly neglected. The 
infants require more attention. History and grammar are passable. Geography fails wholly. 
The needlework done in the way of instruction was hardly passable. The discipline is very 
lax.” 
 
My Lords have directed a deduction of one tenth to be made from the grant on account of 
unsatisfactory instruction. Great improvement will be expected next year. 
 
Annual Grant £38 0s. 6d. 
 
JANUARY 6 1879 
 
Entered upon my duties as master of this school. 
signed 
Henry E. Axton 
 
JANUARY 11 1879 
 
This afternoon I flogged William Pate (on the hand) severely for disobedience. At playtime 
he ran away. I went after him and brought him back and flogged him again. 
 
MARCH 19 1880 
 
The new classroom is now being built and (weather permitting) will be ready in less than a 
month. 
 
DECEMBER 13 1880 
 
Government Report 
 
“The school is gradually but not rapidly recovering from the miserable condition in which Mr. 
Axton found it. The elementary work improves both in style and in accuracy. Reading is very 
monotonous. Geography and grammar are still below the required standard, grammar is very 
imperfect. The discipline is excellent. Miss Morrison undertakes the lower section of the 
First Standard, which is very backward, the infants, who are still absolutely ignorant, and 
the needlework which is very good.” 
 
Annual Grant £56 13s. 0d. 
 
SEPTEMBER 9 1881 
 
On Thursday afternoon the children had a half holiday to celebrate the visit of the Prince & 
Princess of Wales to Liverpool to open the new Alexandra Dock. 
 
 



JUNE 2 1882 
 
The building of the Infants’ room extension was begun last Tuesday morning and is rapidly 
being gone on with. It will form a most valuable addition to the Infants’ room. 
 
JULY 21 1882 
 
The new addition to the Infants’ room is now finished and appears to be a most beautiful 
room. Besides this addition a small lavatory has been built for the girls. The large room has 
been fitted with Patent Ventilators, the yards have been covered in ashes, and general 
repairs have been made to the School. 
 
DECEMBER 18 1883 
 
Received the report of HM Inspector from the Education Department, dated December 17th 
1883. The school was examined on October 31st 1883. Inspector E.N.S. Kynnersley Esq. 
assisted by Mr. Williams. 
The following is a copy of the summary of the Inspector’s Report. 
 
Mixed School 
“The Elementary work is very creditable, showing a general improvement on last year’s 
results. 
The girls read very fairly well. Boys not so well. Writing not good. Arithmetic generally 
satisfactory. 
The School habitually fails in Geography, and the Pupil Teacher seems no more fortunate. 
Some other method of teaching this subject should be tried. Needlework fair. Grammar 
very fair. Order good. Singing by note fails. On the whole looking to the progress made, the 
general condition of the school may be called good, but better and more intelligent work will 
be expected next year to justify the recommendation.” 
 
Infants’ Class 
 
“The First Standard have not yet learned to vary the monotony of their Reading. Writing is 
very fair. The Arithmetic is accurate, but the children should not be taught or allowed to 
count on their fingers. Tables fair. The Infants’ writing fair. Arithmetic fair. In reading 
they do very little.” 
 
School Staff 
 

1. Henry E. Axton, Certificated Teacher of the Second Class 
2. Harriet A. Duckett, Infants’ Mistress 
3. Eliza J. Dobie, Pupil Teacher of the 2nd Year 

 
Annual Grant £66 0s. 2d. 
 



 
 
FEBRUARY 8 1884 
 
The Managers wish great strictness to be kept up with regard to payment of school fees. 
Children therefore not bringing their pence on Monday will be requested to bring it on 
Tuesday and failing to do so then will be sent back for it. 
 
MARCH 14 1884 
 
The Managers have decided in altering the rate of school pence. In future Infants will pay 2 
per week, Standard I and upwards 3 per week. To every child a penny will be returned at the 
quarter’s end for every week’s full attendance made during the quarter. 
 
APRIL 12 1884 
 
Received the Diocesan Inspector’s Report, of which the following is a copy. 
 
“The Religious Instruction in this School continues to be given (as in the past) with very 
great care. The results of the Examination have been most satisfactory, more especially in 
Group II and the Infants. Whilst every group did thoroughly well, the two mentioned stand 
out for marked intelligence and readiness. A nicely drawn out syllabus of subjects was 
presented, no part of which had been neglected. A good tone was prevalent among the 
children, who also were in excellent order. 
The Scripture Repetition was well known, and the Hymns were sung with taste and feeling. 
The written work was extremely accurate.” 
 
MAY 12 1886 
 
Holiday to commemorate the visit of H.M. Queen Victoria to Liverpool. 
 
AUGUST 12 1886 
 
The Annual Sunday School Treat was given on Friday afternoon. Tea was served in the 
Schoolroom and various games were indulged in, in the Rector’s large field. 
 
OCTOBER 29 1886 
 
It was resolved at a Meeting of Managers that the School fees throughout the school 
should from this time be 3 pence. Hitherto all below Standard I have paid only 2 pence. 
 
JUNE 24 1887 
 
Holiday was given on Tuesday 21 being Jubilee Day. The children assembled in school at 2 
p.m. and sang “God Save the Queen” before proceeding to church. The service over they 
marched into the churchyard where the churchyard cross was dedicated in commemoration 



of the Jubilee of our Queen. After this an adjournment was made to the Rector’s large 
yard. The children now marched round the village accompanied by a band and at length 
reached the field where they were regaled with plenty of cake, ginger beer &c. after which 
games and sports were indulged in till nearly eight o’clock. After a few songs and hymns 
hearty cheers were given for the Queen followed by cheers for the Rector, Mrs. Robin and 
family. 
The weather was perfect and the children will have good reason to remember Jubilee Day 
as one of the most enjoyable they have spent. 
Each child was decorated with a medal in the schoolroom before proceeding to church. 
 
On June 21st Mrs. Shaw of Arrowe Hall died. It was originally intended that the children 
should picnic in Arrowe Park but this sad event of course upset that arrangement. 
Mrs. Shaw was one of the Managers of this School. 
 
JUNE 26 1890 
 
The Boiler and apparatus for heating the school has arrived and the work of putting them in 
will be done during the holidays. 
 
OCTOBER 31 1890 
 
New heating apparatus at work, seems very powerful and will no doubt, when we get into the 
proper way of managing it, be a great comfort to the school. 
 
 
AUGUST 14 1891 
 
The New Education Act 
The Managers have received a form from the Education Department inquiring whether it is 
their intention to avail themselves of the Act or not, and if so when. In reply it was stated 
that the Managers intended applying the provisions of the act to this school and would place 
the school under it on September 1 1891. The children have therefore been told that on and 
after September 1 no charge whatever will be made to them. 
 
AUGUST 17 1894 
 
Children’s Summer Treat 
 
This took place on Wednesday August 15th.It was originated by Mr. G.W. Ziegler who 
offered £1 and the horses and men necessary to take the children to a suitable place. 
Other gentlemen subscribed most generously and with the help of smaller voluntary 
offerings from parents the total amount collected reached just over £8. 
The children were taken to Leasowe and donkey rides, games, sports and a capital tea filled 
up the afternoon. The weather was unfortunately not very propitious but in spite of that 
the children managed to enjoy themselves very well. All went off well and all arrived home in 
safety. 



 
Work of the School 
 
The children are doing their work entirely on paper. 
 
JUNE 4 1897 
 
Diocesan Inspector’s Report 
 
“The excellent character gained by this country school for many years past is fully 
maintained. 
It is a treat to examine the Infants who from least to greatest acquit themselves with the 
highest praise for intelligence and readiness. 
In the upper classes all is perfectly prepared and in examination of most of the written 
work not a single mistake was detected. The answering is ready and accurate and the 
children have evident interest in the Scripture lessons. 
It is one of the model church country schools of the Diocese.” 
 
JUNE 18 1897 
 
By special desire of the Managers the school had holiday all Jubilee week. 
 
AUGUST 25 1897 
 
The Rector (the Revd. Canon P.R. Robin) died this morning at 2.45 a.m. His death took place 
after a short illness, he had opened school on Monday morning (Aug 22nd). The Rev’d. 
Gentleman was the official Correspondent of the school. 
.  
NOVEMBER 19 1897 
 
This day will long be sorrowfully remembered in Woodchurch, being the day on which Mrs. 
Robin vacated the Rectory (with Miss Robin and Miss Sybil) after a residence there of 
about 36 years. By Mrs. Robin’s removal to Chester the school is deprived of the constant 
care and frequent visits of a capable manager, a devoted supporter and a sympathetic 
friend. 
 
DECEMBER 10 1897 
 
The Rev’d. P.C. Robin, Rector of the Parish, paid a short visit to the school on Wednesday. 
The ceremony of his induction to the living took place in the church on the evening of that 
day. 
 
SEPTEMBER 9 1898 
 
Some sickness prevalent in the district at beginning of week, rash more or less marked, 
accompanied by sore throat. Attendance gradually decreasing all week from 81 present on 



Monday morning to 46 on Friday morning. By this time the sickness was recognised as 
scarlet fever.  
 
SEPTEMBER 12 1898 
 
No scholars reached the school – there is widespread alarm amongst the inhabitants of the 
school district.  
 
SEPTEMBER 13 1898 
 
On Tuesday the Rev’d P. C. Robin informed me that he had received a letter from Dr. A. 
Hamilton, Chester, acting for Dr. Kenyon, medical officer of health for the district, 
authorising the closing of the school owing to the prevalence of scarlet fever in the district. 
 
OCTOBER 17 1898 
 
Re-opened this morning – present 34 children. A boy of 5 John Pendergast has died at the 
hospital (throat complications). 
 
MAY 26 1899 
 
Wednesday being the Queen’s Birthday we stopped work just before closing time in the 
morning and the children very heartily sang the National Anthem and three cheers for the 
Queen. 
 
JUNE 30 1899 
 
The attendance has been unusually slack for some time and the experiment has been tried 
of requiring children to make up a portion of their lost time by staying in school at night. 
This time is recorded in the “Punishment Diary”. 
 
JUNE 5 1900 
 
On Tuesday morning only 35 children presented themselves at the school and they were 
therefore kept a short time and then dismissed for the day. The cause of the small 
attendance is owing to its being Heswall Club Day today. 
 
NOVEMBER 5 1900 
 
A most unusual occurrence was experienced on Monday afternoon, when 15 boys out of 21 
absented themselves without permission. It appears that a large troop of Welsh ponies 
strayed into a neighbouring farmer’s fields close to the school and it was a matter of 
difficulty to get them into their proper quarters some two or three miles off. The drovers 
therefore “commandeered” the boys, who were not at all reluctant, and the result was 
absence from school. The parents of all boys concerned were personally visited by me the 
same evening and the lads will be deprived of play to make up the lost time. 



 
JANUARY 23 1901 
 
We received late last night the sorrowful news of the death of H.M. The Queen, which took 
place at Osborne Isle of Wight at 6.30 January 22 1901. 
 
FEBRUARY 8 1901 
 
Received intimation from Management Committee that they wished “dumb bell exercises” to 
be taught in school. The boys have had lessons in military drill, on favourable days, in the 
yard, but the dumb bells will suit both boys and girls. 
 
JUNE 13 1902 
 
Coronation songs practised:- 

(1) Here’s a Health Unto His Majesty 
(2) Britannia’s Sons on Every Shore 
(3) Hail King of Many Nations 

 
JUNE 20 1902 
 
Broke up for a week’s holiday to celebrate the Coronation of King Edward VII. 
 
SEPTEMBER 19 1902 
 
Physical Exercises not taken during the week as a School Football Club has been started and 
such is the enthusiasm of the boys that they have played morning noon and night in a field 
opposite the School house by kind permission of Mr. Croxton the tenant. 
The girls to have had games at ball of a more or less organised nature. 
 
JULY 1 1903 
 
From this date this school comes under the control of the Education Committee of the 
Cheshire County Council by virtue of the Elementary Education Act 1902. 
 
FEBRUARY 10 1904 
 
With deep sorrow I record the death of Mrs. Robin of the Rectory, one of the Foundation 
Managers of this school under the Act of 1902. Her death took place on Tuesday February 
9th 1904 in London. As Manager she took a deep interest in the school and her loss will be 
severely felt. 
 
 
AUGUST 30 1905 
 



The eclipse of the sun was observed by the children today with much interest. The children 
were taken into the schoolyard at 12 noon for the purpose instead of remaining in school for 
the last lesson of the morning routine. 
 
APRIL 10 1908 
 
School Library recently provided by Managers (1st instalment of 59 volumes) opened 
yesterday. No of books borrowed on that occasion 33. 
 
MAY 9 1910 
 
Talked to children about the death of the King which took place on Friday night May 6 at 
11.45. Found them all well posted up with regard to the news of this sad event. 
 
MAY 10 1910 
 
Sang “God Save the King” at close of school on the occasion of the proclamation of the new 
King George V. 
 
MAY 12 1911 
 
The piano duly arrived this morning, from Messrs. George Rogers & Co London via the 
Manchester Ship Canal.  
 
JUNE 16 1911 
 
Broke up for week’s holiday given by the Education Committee to celebrate the coronation 
of King George V which is to take place on June 22nd. 
 
AUGUST 21 1911 
 
Received from Coronation Committee two very handsome framed pictures of King George V 
and Queen Mary, to be hung up in school as a memorial of the coronation, June 22 1911. 
 
SEPTEMBER 1 1911 
 
A serious motor car accident happened last evening at about 7.30pm in which Norman 
Richardson was severely injured. He was taken to the hospital suffering from concussion of 
the brain, where he was detained after an operation had been performed. He was in St. IV 
and was a most promising scholar. 
 
SEPTEMBER 4 1911 
 
The scholar (Norman Richardson) mentioned above died on Friday last from the effects of 
the injuries he received on Thursday. His funeral takes place today at 3.15. The members of 
his class are attending in Miss Johnson’s charge. 



JANUARY 19 1912 
 
John Loyns a St. VII boy was found by myself playing with fire. He was setting alight the 
waste paper from boys’ dinner parcels in such a way as to endanger the school building. He 
was duly punished and afterwards severely admonished in the Rector’s presence to whom as 
Manager I reported the case. 
 
APRIL 17 1912 
 
Lessons suspended in morning from 11.15 playtime to 12.15 for the purpose of allowing 
children to observe the eclipse of the sun. The weather being favourable a splendid view of 
the phenomenon was obtained. 
 
JULY 17 1912 
 
Boys warned about the danger of bathing in the heat of the day immediately after dinner, 
and in a pit whose exact depth is not known. 
 
DECEMBER 6 1912 
 
On Wednesday morning the Rector informed me that as a result of an enquiry by the 
Administration Sub Committee it was the opinion of the Committee that cases of corporal 
punishment were too frequent. I pointed out to the Rector that the cane was lightly and 
carefully used and he expressed himself as satisfied that there was no undue severity in 
the administration of Corporal Punishment. 
 
SEPTEMBER 12 1913 
 
Extraordinary number of children absent this day, parents declining to send their families 
to school in consequence of outbreak of scarlet fever in the district.  
 
FEBRUARY 11 1914 
 
Occasional holiday (all day) on the occasion of the holding of the District Ploughing Match in 
a field near the school. 
 
MARCH 4 1914 
 
Visit of Mr. Draper HMI. He stayed all day.  Some of his recommendations are ……try voice 
production lessons ……..and lessons in poultry keeping as being suitable for country children. 
 
AUGUST 28 1914 
 
Received through Correspondent from the Education Committee particulars re Separation 
Allowance for Soldiers’ Wives and notice respecting making of garments for soldiers’ use. 
These notices were duly read and explained to the children and posted up in school. 



 
MAY 3 1915 
 
The children have been invited to join in Lord Kinnaird’s scheme for providing YMCA tents 
for Soldiers. A sum of 8/- has been collected and forwarded. 
 
MAY 28 1915 
 
In response to the appeal from the Overseas Club (Lord Neath) for funds for providing 
comforts for Soldiers, the children have subscribed 10/6 which will be duly forwarded to 
the treasurer of the fund. 
 
JULY 5 1915 
 
73 children present in the morning, but as several came with messages from parents to the 
effect that younger brothers or sisters had whooping cough, children from affected 
families were directed to stay at home for 3 weeks. This reduced the numbers to 52 in the 
afternoon. 
 
JULY 6 1915 
 
Numbers further reduced as another family of 4 children is affected. 
 
JULY 7 1915 
 
Number present very small, Boys 19, Girls 18. 
 
JULY 12 1915 
 
The Revd. P.C. Robin received on Sunday morning July 11th a certificate from the Medical 
Officer authorising closure of the school owing to the spread of whooping cough. School was 
therefore declared closed this morning. 
 
 
 
 
JULY 13 1915 
 
A confirming notice was received by the Rector this morning dated July 12th 1915, 
authorising the closure of the school till August 2 1915, and giving instructions for the 
disinfection of school and appliances used therein to the satisfaction of the Sanitary 
Authority of the District. 
 
AUGUST 16 1915 
 
Whooping cough still lingers in a few families but the worst seems to be past. 



 
AUGUST 27 1915 
 
Housewifery course at Hoylake School is being taken by several girls and another group has 
commenced laundry course at Upton on Tuesday afternoons. 
 
OCTOBER 1 1915 
 
Attendance very low owing to epidemic of measles. 
 
OCTOBER 7 1915 
 
Received communication from Medical Officer through correspondent as follows:- 
 
                                                                     October 6th 1915 
Dear Sir, 
               I have ascertained that the exclusion of the whole of the scholars in the above 
school is desirable in order to prevent the spread of the Disease Measles and I therefore 
hereby authorise the exclusion of such scholars from the date of receipt of this 
communication until October 30th. 
                                (signed) Meredith Young 
                                          School Medical Officer 
 
NOVEMBER 1 1915 
 
Monday morning, opened with an attendance of 63 out of 79 on books. There are several 
cases of sickness and two families are absent owing to the death of a younger child in each. 
The disease Measles has not yet disappeared, a fresh case being reported today. 
 
NOVEMBER 24 1915 
 
The Rector informed me at his visit this morning that the Managers at their recent meeting 
had voted the sum of £2 as usual to purchase prizes for the scholars. By a majority of 46 
to 5 the children today voted that the prizes this year be given up, and the money be given 
to the Red Cross Fund. 
 
DECEMBER 3 1915 
 
The children have this week contributed towards the fund for Soldiers’ Xmas comforts, 
through the Overseas Club. Amount 10/-. 
 
JULY 14 1916 
 
Two soldiers, old scholars, now in Denbigh Hussars visited the school on Wednesday, on 
leave before going out to the front. An old scholar Walter Williams 13th Cheshire Regiment 
has gained the Distinguished Conduct Medal. 



 
MAY 17 1917 
 
King’s Proclamation with regard to necessity of avoiding waste read in Church on Sunday. 
This was also read in School today with comments. 
 
MAY 30 1917  
 
Several children are absent owing to outbreak of a rash which resembles slight attack of 
measles. 
 
JUNE 3 1917 
 
Received through Correspondent the official notice authorising the closure of the School 
owing to epidemic of measles till June 25th.  
 
OCTOBER 12 1917 
 
Closed for a week’s holiday for the purpose of allowing children to help farmers in getting 
potatoes. 
 
MARCH 27 1918 
 
Visit of Mr. Bolton on behalf of the War Office to ask the help of the school in collecting 
eggs for wounded British soldiers in France. 
 
APRIL 26 1918 
 
Egg collection for wounded soldiers is going on well. Have sent off two boxes this month of 
90 and 88 respectively. 
 
MAY 29 1918 
 
Several children late in afternoon, through going to see an aeroplane which had alighted in a 
field within ½ mile of the school. 
 
OCTOBER 15 1918 
 
Influenza has made its appearance and several children are away ill. 
 
 
OCTOBER 16 1918 
 
Many more children absent owing to rapid spread of influenza. 
 
OCTOBER 17 1918 



 
Received letter from Dr. Meredith Young authorising the closure of the school owing to 
prevalence of influenza, until October 26th. 
 
NOVEMBER 11 1918 
 
Armistice signed. School was carried on as usual except that pleasant lessons were chosen 
by children themselves and dismissal took place at 3.30 in afternoon. 
 
MARCH 12 1919 
 
Heard this morning of the death of a little scholar Agnes Underwood from pneumonia. She 
was 9 years of age and worked in Standard II. 
 
MAY 26 1920 
 
I have learned with very great regret that scarlet fever has appeared in the village. Three 
children in one family have been removed to the fever hospital at Clatterbridge. It is owing 
to this outbreak that so many children are absent this morning. All drains and gullies have 
been sprinkled with disinfectant and the desks and seats have all been thoroughly washed in 
a strong solution of Jeyes fluid. 
 
APRIL 8 1921 
 
The Eclipse of the Sun.   This was observed by the children with much interest from 9.50 to 
10.20 am. They had of course been looking at it before school opened at 9.30. Lessons had 
been given in the geography half hour on Tuesday. 
 
MAY 19 1921 
 
The Rector passed over to me a communication from the Education Office re Caretaker’s 
salary. This is now fixed at 15/- per week. 
 
 AUGUST 15 1921 
 
One child Jeanette Edge is absent for the unusual reason in the words of her brother “to 
learn the baby to walk”. 
 
APRIL 25 1922 
 
Perceived a very objectionable smell in the main room as of decaying animal matter and 
which appeared to come from underneath the floor. 
 
 APRIL 26 1922 
 



Smell as mentioned above very strong this morning. Reported to Correspondent and told him 
I suspected it arose from the decaying body of some mouse or rat. Went on through the 
day, but felt very sick at night and the Managers thereupon resolved to close the school for 
the two following days and try to get rid of the smell by a liberal use of disinfectants, the 
only other alternative being taking up part of the floor. 
 
APRIL 27 1922 
 
Assembled children and sent them home again for rest of week. Went down to town to 
purchase disinfectants and spent greater part of the day in their application. 
 
APRIL 28 1922 
 
The smell has certainly abated to an appreciable extent. 
 
MAY 30 1922 
 
Acting on the suggestion of the Rector, I took the children to have exercises in the new 
Parish Recreation Ground. Games played – elder boys football, younger boys handball with 
Master. Girls amused themselves with the two assistant teachers. 
 
NOVEMBER 21 1922 
 
George Morrison a child of 5 went off with a child friend and presented himself at the 
Roman Catholic School in Upton where he stayed all day, thus causing me the greatest 
anxiety. 
 
DECEMBER 22 1922 
 
Attendance this week has been very irregular. In many cases girls are helping at home and 
other absences are due to visits to Liverpool or Birkenhead on expeditions connected with 
shopping or pleasure. 
 
FEBRUARY 5 1923 
 
Received from Rector this morning an order from the Schools Medical Officer Dr. Meredith 
Young for the closure of the school from February 5th to February 19th on account of 
whooping cough. The necessary arrangements for the disinfection of the school will at once 
be made. The school was duly closed. 
 
FEBRUARY 19 1923 
 
Resumed after closure. The conditions seem little better than they were a fortnight ago. 
 
FEBRUARY 23 1923 
 



Attendance in no way improved. There is a great deal of sickness amongst the children.  
 
FEBRUARY 27 1923 
 
Many children still ill and today the chorus of coughing has seriously interfered with the 
work of the school. In my opinion several children are suffering from a cough which sounds 
very like whooping cough. Received telegram from Dr. Young “Close this week”. Released 
children at 12 noon for the rest of the week. 
 
MARCH 9 1923 
 
There is a distinct improvement in the health of the children. Coughs are passing and there 
are no fresh cases of whooping cough to report. 
 
MARCH 28 1923 
 
After a period of service extending 44 ¼ years Mr. H.E. Axton finished work in school 
today. The children assembled in the main room at 2.45 when a presentation from teachers 
and scholars was made to Mr. Axton at which the Rector who was present reminded the 
children of the long period of service which Mr. Axton had put in, congratulated him on the 
work he had done, expressed the regret they all felt at his departure and wished him and 
Mrs. Axton God speed in his new life and a pleasant and peaceful period of retirement. 
 
APRIL 9 1923 
 
I George W. Newcombe opened the school this morning. 
 
APRIL 26 1923 
 
Whole day’s holiday on account of the wedding of HRH The Duke of York. 
 
NOVEMBER 30 1923 
 
On Thursday and Friday there was a considerable drop in the attendance. Quite a large 
number of children report of having swellings in the neck.  
 
DECEMBER 7 1923 
 
The attendance this morning was very low. Many cases of swollen neck glands and mumps 
exist. A few fresh children complained of swellings this morning and looked so poorly that I 
had to send them home again. The attendance was 56%. I reported this to the 
correspondent, to the Clerk of the Administrative Sub-Committee and to the Chief Medical 
Officer – all by telephone. The Chief Medical Officer ordered school to be closed until 
Monday December 17th. 
 
JULY 16 1924 



 
Today closes the school year 1923-1924. There will be a school treat – races, games and tea 
for all children attending this school tomorrow July 17th. The treat will take place on the 
lawns of Arrowe Hall, and will be given by Mr. And Mrs. Stewart Johnson of Arrowe Hall. 
The staff will be present to organise. 
 
FEBRUARY 17 1925 
 
There is now an epidemic of measles – 14 children actually have measles, necessitating the 
exclusion of 20 children for measles contact. 
 
FEBRUARY 19 1925 
 
3 more cases of measles reported. 
 
MARCH 3 1925 
 
Another fresh case of measles reported this morning in addition to 7 yesterday. 
 
MARCH 6 1925 
 
Received telegram from School Medical Officer closing this school from this morning until 
March 21st. 
 
MARCH 18 1925 
 
Received notice from the District Medical Officer to keep school closed until March 31st. 
 
MARCH 1 1926 
 
The County Authority now limit the expenditure on school materials. This school is allowed 
the amount of £23 for the year ending December 31st 1926. 
 
MAY 7 1926 
 
Country dancing is now being taught throughout the school by Head teacher and Miss 
Hardcastle, who are attending courses of lessons in that subject. Attendance is lowered 
through wet weather and inability of children to use buses owing to the General Strike. 
 
JANUARY 19 1927 
 
Representative of Birkenhead Gas Department visited to enquire upon the question of 
supplying gas lights and cooking stove to this school. 
 
 
FEBRUARY 3 1927 



 
A very enjoyable and educational half day was spent. A party of 50 children was conducted 
by Head Teacher and teachers by charabanc from school to board the Mauretania. An hour 
and half was also spent in the Liverpool Museum where we examined exhibits in the British 
Mammals and Birds section and in the Aquarium. A surprisingly large number of the children 
had not even been to Liverpool before. 
 
MARCH 8 1927 
 
Mr. J. MacInnes and Mr. Dakin, H.M. Inspectors, visited from 1 o’clock to 3.30pm. An 
important discussion took place between H.M.I. and Head Teacher on the question of 
children’s meals in school. Head Teacher was able to state that the gas is now close by the 
school and there is a possibility of a gas cooker being installed in the school. 
 
NOVEMBER 21 1927 
 
Managers have allowed the use of paraffin and lamps in School on dull days. 
 
NOVEMBER 29 1928 
 
Revd. P.C. Robin visited. Head Teacher consulted with him over the question of school 
lighting, as several times this week normal work had to be suspended owing to lack of light. 
On Thursday November 28th the school was in semi-darkness from 1.45 to 3.30pm and no 
artificial light was obtainable. 
 
JANUARY 6 1930 
 
Gas lighting is now fitted in school. 
 
SEPTEMBER 26 1930 
 
Head Teacher Mr. George W. Newcombe finished duties in this school today. 
 
NOVEMBER 3 1930 
 
I James Herbert Robinson have been appointed Head Teacher of this school as from 
November 1st 1930. 
 
SEPTEMBER 1 1931 
 
A party of 55 children under the supervision of the Head Teacher and Miss Price, assisted 
by a few parents, was taken to the Shipping Exhibition at St. George’s Hall, Liverpool. The 
children were able to see a wonderful collection of ships models, paintings, nautical 
instruments and machinery. The Exhibition also included “The Pageant of the King’s Ships”, 
20 models AD700 to HMS Hood, a mimic naval battle, a ship’s bridge with instruments and 



controls, a modern wireless cabin, and the “House Flags” of the various shipping companies. 
The children were greatly interested and spent a most enjoyable afternoon. 
 
MAY 31 1932 
 
The Head Teacher Mr. James H. Robinson finished work here today. 
 
JUNE 1 1932 
 
The new Headmaster, Mr. Robert Tyson commences work today. 
 
OCTOBER 14 1932 
 
The attendance this week has been marred by 1 case of diphtheria, 1 child on holidays, 2 
children with no shoes. 
 
MARCH 31 1933 
 
The last day under the Cheshire Education Authority.  
 
APRIL 1 1933 
 
The first school day under the Birkenhead Education Authority. 
 
DECEMBER 1 1933 
 
Rev. Robin reports that a Managers’ meeting was held on November 28th and the following 
items were discussed:-  

1. The lighting of school and school house by electricity 
2. The repair or replacement of leaking latrine buckets 
3. The acquisition of land for extension of school playground 

 
JANUARY 8 1934 
 
Electric light is now installed in the school. 
 
SEPTEMBER 26 1934 
 
A certain number of pupils allowed to go to School House to listen to the Wireless 
Broadcasting of the Launching of the new vessel, Cunard No. 534. 
 
JANUARY 11 1935 
 
We are offered the occasional use of a wireless set which has recently been given to Rev. 
Robin. 
 



MAY 30 1935 
 
The Managers treated the scholars to a motor bus trip to Loggerheads, including tea and 
trips in motor boats, from 2 pm to 7.30 pm. 
 
JANUARY 21 1936 
 
King George died last night at 11.55. Special Hymn and prayers. 
 
JANUARY 28 1936 
 
Funeral of the late King George V. The teachers and children of all schools were given a 
holiday by the Education Committee in order to attend memorial service. 
 
FEBRUARY 13 1936 
 
A number of lates in afternoon, owing to sliding on Rectory duck pond. All kept in after shool 
hours. 
 
DECEMBER 10 1936 
 
The King abdicates. 
 
MAY 12 1937 
 
Coronation of King George VI and Queen Elizabeth. GOD BLESS THEIR MAJESTIES. 
 
MAY 13 1937 
 
All the children go by private bus to The Plaza Cinema to see the film of the Coronation. All 
expenses paid by the School Managers. 
 
SEPTEMBER 30 1938 
 
The Headmaster volunteers for service under Air Raid Precautions and sends form up to 
Education Office. The first of the apparatus (a rope) for Air Raid Precautions arrives. 
 
OCTOBER 24 1938 
 
Fitting of gas masks to the children within Birkenhead area. 
 
APRIL 4 1939 
 
Gas masks for children arrive. 
 



JUNE 9 1939 
 
Head Teacher attends meeting of Head Teachers at 10 am Conway Street School re 
Evacuation of children during hostilities. 
 
AUGUST 25 1939 
 
The Headmaster phoned the Director for instructions during the crisis in Europe. This 
school, being in a “neutral zone” (or not to be evacuated) carries on as usual. Many 
preparations for war have been made in the country. 
 
SEPTEMBER 1 1939 
 
Germany bombs cities in Poland. Orders from Education Office to close school for the 
afternoon. Evacuation of schools in the town. 
 
NOVEMBER 1 1939 
 
Reopen school after two months “holiday” owing to War. Instructions given by Office that 
numbers are to be limited to the 60 to 65 able to be accommodated in the Air Raid Shelter. 
The opening of school was delayed awaiting completion of this shelter. Numerous 
applications by parents from the Town for children to come to this school. These have to be 
refused owing to limited size of Air Raid Shelter. No children are admitted this week until I 
see which children have been evacuated or have left. 
 
NOVEMBER 14 1939 
 
Revd. Robin phones Office re dark curtains on school windows for “black out”. 
 
NOVEMBER 17 1939 
 
Air Raid Warning. Children and teachers go to Air Raid Shelter. Time taken = 2 minutes. 
Time taken in the previous practices 1½ and 2¼ minutes. The All Clear Signal sounded within 
5 minutes. 
 
AUGUST 17 1940 
 
The children have been affected by air raid alarms interrupting their sleep at night, though 
most have been punctual. Windows have been pasted over with strips of paper to prevent 
flying glass. 
 
AUGUST 19 1940 
 
Severe bombing during night, so a number of absentees and lates next morning. 
 



AUGUST 30 1940 
 
Air raids this week again. Attendance affected in lower classes. Last night a severe and 
prolonged bombing raid occurred, bombs again dropped locally. 
 
AUGUST 31 1940 
 
Air Raid at 2.45. Enemy planes fired at before warning sounded. Children go to shelter. 
 
SEPTEMBER 5 1940 
 
Air raid warnings frequently affect the timetable this week. Attendance also affected by 
night air raids. 
 
SEPTEMBER 13 1940 
 
Air raids during school hours seriously interrupt work. 
 
MARCH 13 1941 
 
Very poor attendance (22) after the worst air raid last night. Education Office syas “carry 
on”. 
 
MARCH 14 1941 
 
Attendance very little better after a second blitz. 
 
APRIL 7 1941 
 
Air raid last night. Children sleepy. 
 
MAY 1 1941 
 
The school building severely damaged by the blast from a high explosive bomb dropped by 
Hun airmen at 11.40pm. Four bombs close to school. 
 
MAY 2 1941 
 
The school was transferred to the Parish Hall, Woodchurch by the staff and scholars. Boys 
brought barrows and trucks and several cupboards, piano, 2 teachers’ desks etc were moved. 
 
MAY 5 1941 
 
School re-opens in the Parish Hall. Many children are absent owing to five nights air raids. 
 



MAY 6 1941 
 
Last night incendiary bombs were dropped on Woodchurch, several on each side of the “new 
school”, but no damage was done. High explosive bombs again dropped round about the 
village. 
2pm A high explosive bomb burst just beyond the Churchyard and Pool Lane. Masses of clay 
and earth showered down on the hall and playground. No children were hurt, though holes 
were made in the roof. 
 
MAY 14 1941 
 
Air Raid warning at 2pm to 2.45. 
3.15pm Another delayed action bomb exploded – out of range this time and no damage done 
here. 
 
SEPTEMBER 26 1941 
 
Rev B.P. Robin comes to school to say goodbye before leaving for Australia, as Bishop of 
Adelaide. 
 
OCTOBER 24 1941 
 
Rev R.C. Wainwright is inducted as Rector of Woodchurch in place of Rev B.P. Robin. 
 
FEBRUARY 12 1942  
 
The decoration of the repaired school building has now commenced.  
 
MAY 22 1942 
 
Remove from Parish Hall to school. Two men with handcart remove cupboards, children move 
remainder in an efficient manner. 
 
MAY 26 1942 
 
School building re-opened after repairs due to air raid damage. 
 
DECEMBER 17 1942 
 
Air raid warning at 9.40am. Later I telephoned Central Control and found that the alert was 
a false alarm and that the siren must be out of order. 
 
AUGUST 20 1943 
 
It is now probable that school dinners will soon be available. Use of Parish Hall discussed. 
 



OCTOBER 25 1943 
 
Inauguration of school dinners in Parish Hall. 
 
OCTOBER 20 1944 
 
Details of school taken by Rev R.C. Wainwright for despatch to Chester Diocese. Need for 
new church school emphasised. 
 
OCTOBER 24 1944 
 
Remains (or souvenirs) of crashed aeroplane brought to school by children for surrender to 
police. 
 
MAY 8 1945 
 
“VE DAY” Peace declared in European War against Germany. Peace celebration – service of 
thanksgiving for scholars in church, followed by songs and music in school and hoisting of 
flag (by Headmaster) on the belfry of school. 
Then dinner at noon, followed by holiday rest of day and following day. 
PEACE IN EUROPE AT LAST 
 
SEPTEMBER 10 1945 
 
Re-open after summer holiday. During the holidays the War with Japan ended and VJ Day 
was celebrated. 
 
OCTOBER 5 1945 
 
VJ Peace celebration held this afternoon, in the form of an excursion to the Loggerhead 
and Alyn Valley, by Corporation Bus. The Director ruled that this is not an educational 
journey and therefore a half day holiday must be taken. 
 
JULY 3 1946 
 
Meeting with parents of 11+ class in Parish Hall 7.30pm. the Headmaster explained the 
changes about to take place in connection with the forcible extraction of the Seniors. 
 
SEPTEMBER 9 1946 
 
Seniors have now left for Temple Road school, and Juniors and Infants remain. 
 
JUNE 9 1947 
 
Mrs. Thornton starts work as Assistant Mistress. 
 



NOVEMBER 10 1947 
 
Rev. R.C. Wainwright and Mrs. Wainwright leave Woodchurch. Air raid shelter being 
demolished. 
 
NOVEMBER 20 1947 
 
Holiday to commemorate the wedding of Princess Elizabeth to Lt. Mountbatten. 
 
MAY 25 1948 
 
Discussion re site for grant aided school, replacement of blitz window glass etc. 
 
NOVEMBER 25 1948 
 
Letter received at 1pm today that school is to be closed tomorrow to commemorate the 
birth of the Royal Prince. 
 
JANUARY 10 1949 
 
Several applications for entrance refused owing to lack of accommodation in the Infants’ 
Room. 
 
MARCH 3 1949 
 
Three new boys. Two children of 5 and 6 not admitted owing to lack of accommodation in 
Class 3. 
 
JULY 5 1949 
 
The Headmaster attended a Managers’ meeting where the question of an additional 
classroom was discussed. 
 
SEPTEMBER 5 1949 
 
Notice received that children of 4+ may now be admitted. 
 
OCTOBER 17 1949 
 
More “new” children from Woodchurch Estate. 
 
MAY 3 1950 
 
Children go to see Queen in Borough Road, Birkenhead. Some children go to see the launch 
of “Ark Royal” at 12.15. 
 



MAY 16 1950 
 
Mr. E Parkinson commences duty as temporary supply teacher to help with the increased 
numbers. Nine children admitted. Total on books so far, 107. Rather chaotic owing to 
splitting up classes according to seats available. 
 
DECEMBER 21 1950 
 
The Headmaster, Mr. R. Tyson, leaves the school after 18 1/2 years’ service here. 
 
FEBRUARY 1 1951 
 
I, G.C. Crofts today took over the headship of this school.  
 
JULY 12 1951 
 
Diocesan architect inspected school apropos the site of the new school which is now 
officially decided upon. 
 
JANUARY 21 1952 
 
Parish Hall opened today to help with the overcrowding and shortage of school places on the 
estate. 
 
FEBRUARY 6 1952 
 
H.M. George VI died in his sleep this morning. News announced officially at 11.15. On hearing 
the news the school stood for a minute and prayers were said for the late King and the 
Royal Family and the new Queen. 
 
FEBRUARY 15 1952 
 
Burial of King George VI. Listened at 9.10 to 9.30 to commentary on King’s body leaving 
Westminster Hall for Paddington. Whole school to church at 1.45 p.m. to observe the 2 
minutes’ silence and listen to the end of the commentaries from St. George’s Chapel, 
Windsor. 
 
APRIL 28 1952 
 
Ten new children. Number on roll now 140. Numerous parents called re admission throughout 
the day. 
 
APRIL 29 1952 
 
Two new admissions to Infants and one to Junior Department. Continual stream of parents 
again. 



 
SEPTEMBER 8 1952 
 
School re-opened. Many parents trying to get their children admitted. 
 
MARCH 3 1953 
 
At a meeting of the PTA last evening a typewriter was presented to the school. 
 
MARCH 18 1953 
 
From now on there may be alterations to the afternoon programme in order to give more 
time to rehearsing the singing, dancing and P.E. for the coronation.  
 
MARCH 26 1953 
 
Telephone fitted in school today  
 
MAY 28 1953 
 
Infants’ party in Hall. This is the Coronation party paid for by the LEA. 
 
MAY 29 1953 
 
Country dancing and P.E. teams to Birkenhead Park in the morning and the Chior in the 
afternoon.  
 
MAY 30 1953 
 
Sports and party a great success. 
 
JUNE 1-3 1953 
 
CORONATION HOLIDAY. Weather very cold. Coronation televised for the first time- 
perfect reception. 
 
JUNE 5 1953 
 
Final rehearsals and performance at night of the Singing Festival. 
 
JUNE 8 1953 
 
Back to normal. Children very unsettled by the excitement of the Coronation. 
 
 
 



FEBRUARY 8 1954 
 
School Managers give permission to Messrs Thornton to commence work on new school. 
 
FEBRUARY 11 1954 
 
First interruption by workmen starting preliminary work on new school. 
 
FEBRUARY 15 1954 
 
On arriving at school found that the end of the girls’ yard wall and one of the lavatories had 
been knocked down in preparation for the new school. 
 
MAY 3 1954 
 
Laying of Foundation Stone of the new school by the Bishop of Chester. 
 
SEPTEMBER 6 1954 
 
New building not ready by any means. The new Fender school having opened we have lost a 
dozen or so children to it as also we have lost three to the new Prenton Dell. However I 
have been able to admit new children and fill some of the vacancies. On the whole a very 
nice intake – 154 on roll. 
 
NOVEMBER 23 1954 
 
The keys of the new building handed over today.  
 
NOVEMBER 26 1954 
 
Half holiday for move into new school. Gale and rain made everywhere wet and muddy. 
However with the help of a number of children and the men from the Cleansing Department 
the move was completed and a reasonable state of orderliness was obtained by 4.00 p.m. 
 
DECEMBER 3 1954 
 
The Director called at lunch time to look at the building. Keys of old building handed to 
builders by Rector. 
 
DECEMBER 13 1954 
 
Miss Mitchell, meals organiser, called re readiness of old building to receive new cooking 
apparatus. 
 
 
 
 



SEPTEMBER 14 1955 
 
The School was officially opened on Holy Cross Day. The children were dismissed at 2.15 
p.m. and the opening ceremony began at 3.00 p.m. A very simple but moving service at which 
the Bishop preached before a gathering of about 200 people. 
 
SEPTEMBER 19 1955 
 
BBC broadcasts to schools started. 
 
OCTOBER 4 1955 
 
School kitchen used for the first time. 
 
JANUARY 9 1956 
 
We now have 362 on roll. 
 
MAY 14 1957 
 
Many new applicants for entry into the school refused owing to lack of places. 
 
MARCH 30 1960 
 
Work started on the school playing field. 
 
MARCH 31 1960 
 
Head out at official opening of Woodchurch Secondary School for Boys. 
 
SEPTEMBER 3 1962 
 
School consists of 7 classes – one for each age group. Each class has a room to itself – the 
first time in the history of the school. 
 
FEBRUARY 11 1964 
 
New Calvary arrived at the school. 
 
FEBRUARY 21 1964 
 
Calvary dedicated by the Rector in the presence of the whole school. Mrs. Thornton and I 
took Standard IV. This will occur every Friday until the end of the summer term. 
 



 
 
APRIL 17 1964 
 
Children to baths, in school time, on a private bus for the first time. 
 
JUNE 15 1964 
 
Mr. R. Tyson, former Head of this school, was buried today. 
 
SEPTEMBER 6 1965 
 
Mrs. Lewis commenced as school clerk. 
 
SEPTEMBER 21 1965 
 
Work commenced on the new Medical Inspection Room. 
 
JULY 18 1967 
 
Prize Day – Mrs. E.M. Thornton presented the prizes – greatly to her surprise! This honour 
was given to her as she is officially retiring this term. 
 
SEPTEMBER 4 1967 
 
Mrs. E.M. Thornton is attending 9 sessions a week and will be used throughout the school 
for music, country dancing, backward groups etc. 
 
MAY 14 1969 
 
Mrs. Hamer appointed Deputy Head. 
 
JANUARY 25 1971 
 
Extension to the school started, necessitated by the re-organisation of the Educational 
system in Birkenhead. A new Infants’ classroom, and a new practical area for the Middle 
School are being built. In the case of Church schools, 20% of the cost has to be borne by 
the parish in which the school is situated. For our school, the cost to the parish is £3,921, 
of which £2,400 has already been raised, leaving a balance of £1,521. As part of the 
School’s efforts to raise this money, I am inviting parents to “Buy a Brick” at a cost of 10p 
each. The children will be able to write their names on bricks which are actually in position 
and so will see what their subscription has “bought”. 
 
FEBRUARY 11 1971 
 
Rev. R.S. Wilkinson left Woodchurch. 



 
SEPTEMBER 6 1971 
 
This is the first year we have had a 12+ group in the “Middle School” under the new 
Comprehensive Reorganisation Scheme. 
 
DECEMBER 7 1971 
 
Take-over of new extensions. 
 
JANUARY 14 1972 
 
Bomb hoax warning.  
 
JULY 21 1972 
 
Thus ends 21 years work with many changes in every department. They have been happy 
years and I wish my successor every success and happiness during his stay here. 
 
SEPTEMBER 4 1972 
 
Francis Philip Williams commenced duty as permanent Headmaster. 
 
MARCH 2 1973 
 
Mrs. Hamer left and Mrs. Sutton assumed the post of Deputy Head Teacher. 
 
JUNE 13 1973 
 
Some 70 Middle School children plus four members of staff participated in an Air Chester 
flight over Wales as part of a day’s educational outing. 
 
SEPTEMBER 4 1973 
 
Younger “intake” children commenced only part-time until Christmas, for the first time at 
this school. 
 
NOVEMBER 22 1973 
 
Mr. C.D. Robertson, head of Alvanley C.P. School, was appointed next Head of this school, to 
take up duty at commencement of summer term 1974. Mrs. M. Sutton, Deputy Head, will 
become Acting Head for the spring term 1974 until Mr. Robertson takes over next Easter, 
and Mrs. M. Ellis will act as Deputy Head for the spring term only. 
 
DECEMBER 19 1973 
 



I, Francis Philip Williams, relinquish my Headmastership of the school today. 
 
JANUARY 8 1974 
 
I Margaret Elizabeth Sutton take up position of acting Headteacher for Spring Term 1974. 
Owing to the power crisis we are experiencing strict economy on the use of lights and 
heating is to be turned off at 12 o’clock mid-day. No electric gadgets are to be used on 
Thursdays or Fridays which are our “powerless days”. 
 
JANUARY 28 1974 
 
We decided to take the children to Guinea Gap Baths to see the Dolphin show. Travelled by 
M.P.T.E. 21p per child charged. Children very well behaved and enjoyed the show. Flipper & 
Pebbles both in great form. 
 
FEBRUARY 26 1974 
 
At 1.15pm we were warned by Police of a Bomb scare. Bomb timed to go off within half an 
hour. We evacuated to field until free to return. 
 
APRIL 1 1974 
 
The staff v. school netball match resulted in a well deserved draw of 8-8. The children 
played a much superior game but the teachers cheated occasionally which evened things up! 
 
APRIL 23 1974 
 
I, Desmond Robertson take up the position of Head Teacher Woodchurch C of E Combined 
School. 
 
JUNE 14 1974 
 
At 2.00 this afternoon a telephone call was received informing us of the planting of a bomb 
in the school building due to explode at 2.13pm. The school was duly evacuated to the safety 
of the playing field and the police were informed. A search revealed no bomb and after a 
suitable elapse of time the children and staff returned to school.   
 
JULY 21 1976 
 
Presentations were made to Mrs. Thornton and Mrs. Elliott to mark their retirement. 
 
JUNE 17 1977 
 
Today the school celebrated the Queen’s Silver Jubilee. 
The day began with a fancy dress parade the contestants having to depict a character or an 
event from the Queen’s reign. There followed a jubilee display by the school’s Gym Club. A 



tree was planted to commemorate the Jubilee and special prayers were taken by the Rector. 
Class 8 entertained the school to a Jubilee “It’s a Knockout”. The whole school went over to 
Arrowe Park for a picnic tea and games to conclude a most enjoyable and successful day. 
 
JULY 26 1978 
 
Mrs Ellis retired. 
 
JANUARY 8 1979 
 
School re-opened after the Christmas holidays. At the end of the day the school was closed 
indefinitely due to industrial action by tanker drivers and the lack of fuel supplies 
nationally. 
 
JANUARY 16 1979 
 
School re-opened at the resumption of fuel supplies and the settlement of the tanker 
drivers dispute. What lies ahead in a period of industrial unrest and strife is a somewhat 
frightening prospect. 
 
JANUARY 22 1979 
 
The school was closed due to strike action by N.U.P.E. members of the non-teaching staff. 
Education certainly comes second in this “winter of discontent”. 
 
MARCH 5 1982 
 
The school branch of the Yorkshire Bank opened. 
 
MAY 4 1982 
 
The school was closed for an hour this morning to enable pupils to line the approaches to 
Arrowe Park Hospital and so enjoy the occasion of the Queen’s visit to make the official 
opening of the new hospital. 
 
JULY 5 1984 
 
The school took delivery of a computer. 
 
JULY 25 1984 
 
Mrs. Marion Attwood retired after 21 years of devoted service to the school. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
JANUARY 28 1985 
 
School was not cleaned at the end of the day due to a strike by N.U.P.E. Union members 
against cuts in their service to education. School meals staff also withdrew their labour and 
children had to go home for their dinner as a consequence. 
 
FEBRUARY 1 1985 
 
After a week without cleaning services and with regard to the health risk the school was 
closed till further notice. 
 
FEBRUARY 12 1985 
 
School re-opened after the end of the industrial dispute involving N.U.P.E. members and the 
Education Authority. 
 
MARCH 1 1985 
 
The school said farewell to the Rector, R. Tostevin, as he left Woodchurch to continue his 
ministry in Somerton, Somerset. 
 
SEPTEMBER 11 1985 
 
Induction of Andrew Duncan Dean as Rector of Woodchurch. 
 
JANUARY 15 1988 
 
Introduction today of 

(i) Choice Menus at dinner time 
(ii) The Standard School day with Infants and Juniors ending their day in school 

together at 3.30 instead of 3.15 and 3.45.   
 
JULY 20 1988 
 
Mrs. Margaret Sutton retired.  
 
SEPTEMBER 12 1989 
 
Admission of the school’s first handicapped child. 
 
DECEMBER 15 1989 
 
Father Christmas came to school and abseiled down the Church Tower for the benefit of 
school funds.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                       
 



MARCH 2 1992 
 
The inspection of the school’s life and work to be conducted by the Local Inspectorate 
began today. 
 
MARCH 5 1992 
 
Inspection concluded today, It has been a helpful exercise – confirming our views of the 
school, praising our efforts and leaving a few pointers helpful to the future development of 
the school. 
 
MAY 1 1992 
 
First school visit to the local library on Home Farm Road in a scheme set up by which each 
class in turn will visit the library on a weekly basis. 
 
MAY 21 1997 
 
Mrs. Gillian Jones, New Brighton Primary School Deputy Headteacher appointed Head with 
effectf rom 1 September 1997. An historic moment – the first lady headteacher in the 
history of Woodchurch C of E Primary School. 
 
JULY 18 1997 
 
Today I take my leave of Woodchurch C of E Primary School after 23 years service. It has 
been a most humbling experience over these last few days to realise that you have managed 
to make over these years a contribution to the lives of many people.  
C.D. Robertson  
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