
Programme for the dedication of the new entrance and computer room, 28th March 2000 

 
Woodchurch CE Aided Primary School 
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OPENING CEREMONY 
 
 
Welcome by 
Chair of Governors Mrs Kath Watts 
 
Statement of Intent 
Headteacher Mrs Gill Jones 
 
The Bishop will be invited by the Headteacher to Dedicate and Open this New Entrance 
 
Bishop: Father God, your love has drawn us together as members of this School and 
community. Deepen our love for you and strengthen our friendship. Grant that the sharing 
of our common life and purpose in the work of this school, may enrich all our learning, 
and service of one another and all we do in your name, through Jesus Christ, Our Lord. 
 
All: AMEN 
 
Bishop: Loving God, whose presence cannot be contained within the walls of 
buildings, you have always promised to be present when we work and pray together in 
your name. We bless and dedicate this New School Entrance to the Glory of God and the 
Service of this School Community. Continue to bless the teaching and learning and make 
it fruitful. In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
Bishop: It is with great pleasure that I declare open this New School Entrance. 
 

(The Bishop now cuts the ribbon) 
The Bishop will now be led to the Computer Room, will guests 

please follow. 
 
 
 
 



DEDICATION OF THE COMPUTER ROOM 
 

Bishop: We give you thanks for the development of Computer Science and Technology, 
for the great benefits of learning and worldwide understanding which it brings. We bless 
and dedicate this Computer Room to the Glory of God and the Service of this School 
Community. Continue to bless the work now begun here and make it fruitful. In the name 
of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
 
All: AMEN 
 
 

 
Guests will now be led to the school hall where the children 

will await The Bishop. 
 
 
Father John will introduce Bishop Peter to the children. 
 
The children will entertain Bishop Peter with music, poetry and dance. 
 

The children will present a gift of work to Bishop Peter. Bishop Peter will speak to 

the children. 
 
Bishop Peter will lead us in saying the peace prayer: 
 
All: Peace to this School from God our Father 

Peace to this School from his Son who is our peace 
Peace to this School from the Holy Spirit, the giver of life. AMEN 
 
 
 

Bishop: God, Bless this School, Parish and community and prosper all our teaching and 
learning, all our attempts to be faithful, and to draw others to Him. 
 
May God’s goodness be yours, 
And well, and seven times well, may you spend your lives: 
May you be an isle in the sea, 
May you be a hill on the shore, 
May you be a star in the darkness, 
May you be a staff to the weak, 



May the love Christ Jesus gave fill every heart for you; 
May the love Christ Jesus gave fill you for every one. 
 
Bishop: Blessing 
 
The children will sing ‘Love is the Message.’ 
 
The Bishop and Guests will now go to the staffroom for refreshments. 
 
The Bishop and Guests will now tour the school, to meet the children and staff in  
their classrooms and the computer room. 



STATEMENT OF INTENT: By Mrs Gillian Jones 
  
Read by her at the Opening Ceremony - 28th March 2000. 
 
Woodchurch CE Aided School has stood on this hill since 1665. It was founded by William Gleave, a 
freeman of the City of London who left a sum of £500 to build a free school for children living in the 
Parish of Holy Cross, Woodchurch. It has undergone many changes, not least most recently in the first 
appointment of a female headteacher, but has maintained its position of offering a free education to 
children in this Parish as was desired 335 years ago. 
 
The present school was built in 1954, and although extended in the early seventies, had changed little. 
Many of the facilities offered could not cope with the demands of education in the 1990’s. It was 
therefore decided to alter the design of the school. 
 
At the heart of the idea was the desire for a New Entrance and Reception Office. This would provide an 
aesthetically pleasing space, inviting to children, parents and visitors and suitable for the needs of the 
school. In turn this led to improving some classrooms, creating work bays and finally, to building a 
computer room, which stands on the site of the old entrance. 
 
As we venture into the 3rd Millennium we are now more prepared to meet the challenges of the future: Our 
new environment enables us to be organised and efficient. We have modern technology at our fingertips. 
Communication is faster than ever before. The DFEE can call us by e-mail 24 hours a day. But the most 
important outcome of all this work is the stimulus it has given our children, their delight in having new, 
modern classrooms and their excitement in using our Computer Suite and the Internet. 
 
Today we celebrate our achievements together, and tomorrow, we will continue on our quest to ensure 
that our children are taught to the highest standards, in the best facilities we can provide, in order to 
continue a project started 335 years ago: - 

 

To educate the children in the Parish of Holy Cross, Woodchurch, to enable them to ‘improve their 
minds, develop their spirituality and increase their knowledge of the world.’ 

Delight in your childhood: Make the most of 
the days of your youth; Let your heart and 
your eyes show you the way. But remember 
for all these things God wilt call you to 
account.” 

Ecclesiastes I 1v9 
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