
 

 

George the third by the Grace of God of the United 
Kingdom of Great Britain and Ireland King, Defender 
of the Faith to the Reverend Bryan King Clerk George 
King the Reverend Joshua King William King John Ellison 
and John Robinson Wade made their servants agents of 
workmen and each and every of them greeting whereas 
upon opening of the matter unto us in our Court of 
Chancery on the twenty second day of November instant  
by our House of Counsel for the Relator in a certain 
cause wherein his Majesty's attorney General at the  
relation of John Shaw Esquire is informant and 
you the said Bryan King, George King, Joshua 
King, William King, John Ellison and John Robinson Wade 
made are defendants. It was alleged that it appeared 
by the affidavit of the said John Shaw of Liverpool 
in the County of Lancaster and of Arrow in the County  
of Chester Esquire that he was as he believed one of the 
trustees of the School at Woodchurch in the Parish of  
Woodchurch in the said County of Chester, that he had 
been informed and believed the said school had been 
established for many years and that the poor children 
of the said parish had been there according to its 
foundation instructed in Grammar, writing and arithmetic. 
That the same school was founded or established as he 
was informed and believed in consequence of the 
donation of William Gleave, formerly Alderman of the 
City of London who left the sum of five hundred 
pounds for the erecting and endowing of a Free 
School at Woodchurch, four hundred pounds whereof 
was to be laid in Land fee simple for the maintenance 
of a schoolmaster for ever and one hundred pounds 
for building a school as is recorded in a tablet set up 
in the Parish Church of Woodchurch aforesaid as the 
said deponent verily believed. That a free school for the 
poor of the Parish of Woodchurch aforesaid was as 
he was informed and believed in consequence of such 
donation built in the Township of Woodchurch aforesaid 
 



 

 

in the churchyard there and had been ever since 
or for a long time past continued there and used as such 
school that the Parish of Woodchurch consisted as the  
deponent believed of the several Townships of Woodchurch 
Arrow, Barnston, Landican, Noctorum, Prenton, Oxton 
Pensby, Irby and Thingwall, that the Schoolmaster 
of the said school died as the said deponent believed some 
time in the month of December then and now last and 
that since then no other master had been appointed to the 
said school, nor had the children of the said parish 
been at all instructed in the said school. That a meeting 
of the trustees of the said school having been advertised in 
the Chester Paper by or with the orders of the Reverend 
Bryan King Rector of the said Parish of Woodchurch 
for taking in consideration the Propriety of removing 
the said school, that meeting was attended by the said 
Bryan King and William King and George King his two 
sons who were as the said deponent believed trustees 
of the said school and also by the said defendants John 
Robinson Wade and John Ellison two other trustees 
and no others as the said deponent was also informed 
and believed altho’ as the said deponent was also 
informed and believed there were ten or twelve trustees 
in the whole, some orders or directory at the instigation 
of the said Bryan King were given as the said deponent 
was also informed and believed for the removal of the 
said school from the place where it then stood with some 
part of the common or vacant land within the said 
Township of Woodchurch it being alleged as the said 
deponent was informed and believed that the then situation 
being in the Churchyard and not far from the Rector's house 
was an inconvenient one - and that as the school 
wanted some repairs it would be best to move it to a 
greater distance from the church. That hearing of such 
intention to remove the said school and to place it in 
a vacant space of land in the Township of Arrow, a township 
adjoining to the Township of Woodchurch and of which 
Township of Arrow the said deponent was as he was 
informed and believed now of the reputed manor and had 



 

 

 



 

 

a very considerable estate therein he the said deponent 
caused the said Bryan King to be served with the notice 
of which the following is a copy: "Liverpool 14 September 
One thousand eight hundred and eleven Reverend Bryan King 
understanding that you are about to purchase or have 
purchased a piece of land in the Township of Arrow 
for the purpose of removing the present free school and building 
one in this newly purchased piece of ground I beg to inform you 
that such a proceeding is against my will. As 
a trustee of the school and as a principal land holder 
in the Township and that if you make any attempt 
for this purpose I shall feel it my duty to apply to 
the Court of Chancery for an injunction to restrain you 
from any such proceeding. I am your humble servant, 
John Shaw" That the said Bryan King had set 
about the removal of the said school out of the said 
Township of Woodchurch into the Township of Arrow 
without the approvation of the said John Robinson Wade 
and John Ellison as the said deponent was informed 
and believed and the said deponent understood that in 
the school he was about to build there would 
be less room and consequently it would be less commodious 
for the children resorting there than the present school 
and is at the distance of half a mile or thereabouts 
from the church without any playground other than 
the public lane and a part of such school was as 
he believed to be built on a finale piece of waste 
land in the said township of Arrow adjoining the 
estate of the said deponent there and the said deponent 
says that the rent of the farm and lands belonging 
to the said school was as he was informed and believed 
eighty one pounds a year and that the Parish of 
Woodchurch was very extensive and populous. That 
the school then proposed to be built was in his 
judgement much too small for the number of children 
which as he was informed and believed formerly attended 
the said school and which might be fairly expected 
hereafter to attend the same if a proper master was 
appointed thereto and proper accommodation afforded to 



 

 

the scholars, to be relieved wherein and for an 



 

 

injunction, the relator had exhibited his information in our said Court 
against you the defendants to which you had appeared. 
It was therefore prayed that you the defendants your 
servants agents and workmen might be restrained by the 
injunction of our said court from pulling down or 
removing the said charity school to any other place 
by building any new school on the spot of ground 
therein before mentioned or any other and from purchasing 
and contracting to purchase the said spot of ground or any 
other for the purpose of any such erection or otherwise 
at the expense of the said charity until you the defendants 
should fully answer the Complainants Bill or our said 
Court make other order to the contrary - Which upon 
hearing the said affidavit and an affidavit of notice of the 
said motion to you the defendants read was ordered 
accordingly.  We therefore in consideration of the premises 
do hereby strictly enjoin and restrain you the said 
Bryan King, George King, Joshua King, William King, John 
Ellison and John Robinson Wade and all and every the 
persons before named under the penalty of one thousand 
pounds to  upon your and each and every of 
your lands goods and chattels to our use from pulling 
down or removing the said charity school to any other 
place for building any new school on the spot of ground 
herein before or any other and from purchasing 
or contracting to purchase the said spot of ground or any 
other for the purpose of any such erection or otherwise at 
the expense of the said charity until you the said 
defendants shall fully answer the Complainants Bill 
or our said Court make other order to the contrary. Which upon 
ourself at Westminster the twenty third day of November 
in the fifty second year of our reign. 
    Grant Winter 
 
  


