
Know all Men by these presents that I John Spencer 
of Little Stanney in the Parish of Stoake and County of Chester, 
Schoolmaster am held and firmly bound to Henry Hardwar of 
Liverpool in the County of Lancaster, Esquire, John Glegg of Neston in the  
County of Chester, Esquire, John Glegg of Gayton in the said County of 
Chester, Esquire, Roger Jacson of Bebbington in the said County of Chester, 
Clerk, John Cookhall of Woodchurch in the said County of Chester, Clerk,  
Thomas Wilson late called Thomas Macklain of Woodchurch aforesaid, Esq. 
and John Longford Ball of Irby in the said County of Chester, Esquire 
being all the majority of the surviving Trustees of the free School of the  
Parish of Woodchurch in the said County of Chester in the Sum of  
One Hundred Pounds of good and lawfull Money of Great Britain 
to be paid to the said Henry Hardwar, John Glegg of Neston, John  
Glegg of Gayton, Roger Jackson, John Cookhall, Thomas Wilson and John Longford 
Ball or to the survivors or survivor of them or to the Executors 
Administrators or Assigns of the survivor of them to which 
Payment well and truly to be made I oblige myself my Heirs, Executors 
and Administrators firmly by these Presents Sealed with my Seal 
Dated the twenty seventh day of October in the twenty seventh year  
of the Reign of our Sovereign Lord George the third by the Grace of God 
of Great Britain, France and Ireland King defender of the Faith 
and so forth and in the year of our Lord one Thousand seven Hundred 
and eighty six. 

Whereas at a meeting of the Trustees at Neston in the County of Chester aforesaid. 
held on the Day of the date above written for electing a fit Person to be Master of the 
said School in pursuance of public Advertisement for that Purpose, the above  
named Henry Hardwar, John Glegg of Neston John Glegg of Gayton . . . . . . . . . . .  
. . . .and John Longford Ball being all the Trustees then and there Present and being the 
Majority of the surviving Trustees, proceeded to elect the above bound John Spencer 
to be Master of the said School and Whereas the said School hath constant 
ly heretofore been governed and conducted by and under certain Rules and 
Orders to secure his due observance thereof and faithful Management of the 
said School and to prevent the necessity of any Application to the Court of  
Kings Bench to remove the said John Spencer from the said School in 
case of his Neglect. He the said John Spencer hath voluntarily entered into  
the above written Bond. 
Now the Condition of the above written Obligation is such that if the  
written bound John Spencer within Twelve Months next after Notice in 
writing to him be given under the Hands of the above named . . . . . . . . . . 



Henry Hardwar, John Glegg of Neston, John Glegg of Gayton,  
Roger Jackon, John Cookhall, Thomas Wilson and John Longford Ball or the major part 
of them or the survivors of them or the major part of such survivors or such 
Trustees as shall be hereafter nominated and appointed Trustees of the 
within named Parish School of Woodchurch or the major part of them 
or the survivors of them or the major part of such survivors and so of 
all other Trustees as shall from time to time and at all Times . . . . . 
hereafter be nominated and appointed Trustees of the said School to resign 
and deliver up the said School do resign and deliver the same to the 
within named Henry Hardwar, John Glegg of Neston, John Glegg of  
Gayton, Roger Jacson, John Cookhall, Thomas Wilson and John Longford Ball or the 
Major part of them or the survivors of them or the major part of such  
survivors or to such Trustees as shall hereafter be nominated and 
appointed Trustees of the said School or to the major part of them or  
to the survivors of them or the major part of such survivors to the intent 
that then the said Trustees or the survivors of them or the major part  
of such survivors or such new Trustees as shall be hereafter appointed 
or the Major part of them or to the survivor of them or the major part  
of such survivors shall and may nominate and appoint such other 
Person to be Schoolmaster of the said School as they shall think 
proper for that Purpose. Then the above written obligation to  
be void and of none effect or else to be and remain in full force and 
Virtue. 
 

Sealed and delivered (being first John Spencer 
duly stamped & the erasures & obliterations 
opposite to which we have set our initials 
being first made) in the presence of 

 Joseph Lyon 
 John Kelsall 
 
 



Rules and Orders to be observed in the Government of the Free School of Woodchurch. 
1st. That the schoolmaster shall not be admitted there but by the consent of the majour part of the trustees, And the schoolmaster so 
to be admitted is to be a man of good life and conversations, learned in the Greek and Latin tongues, and studiously spent two or 
three years in the university, at least to batchelor of arts, and hath no other work or employment. 
 
2nd. That the master shall direct the whole school and appoint his assistant (if he has any) his method of teaching that so his services 
may be a furtherance to the school’s publick prosperity. 
 
3rd. That the schoolmaster at his first coming shall solemnly and faithfully promise the keeping these rules, and if after he is so 
admitted, he shall at anytime be convicted of any notable crime of irregularity of life, as swearing drunkenness or the like, or of 
negligence of the duty of his place, or none conformity to the orders and constitution hereby made, and will not reform on the 
admonition of the majour part of the said trustees then it shall be in power of the majour part of the trustees to repulse him from the 
school. 
 
4th. That the master shall appoint what hour he pleases to begin school provided that it be not later than seven o’clock in the 
morning from Lady Day till Michaelmas and from thence until Lady Day then eight in the morning; to end constantly by eleven 
o’clock and he shall get the scholars together again by one of the clock in the afternoon and so continue together till five o’clock at 
night in the summer and till three or four in the winter at the master’s direction, and he always to begin and end with a prayer. 
 
5th. That during the time of schooling the master shall continue in the school teaching the scholars authors in the Latin and Greek 
tongues, which are usually taught in the Free Schools and teach the English tongue; and during every Thursday in the afternoon the 
scholars are to be taught the church catechism and instructed in the principles of the Protestant religion for the space of one hour. 
 
6th. That notice be given by the tolling of a bell twenty strokes for the beginning of school by the clerk or sexton or some of the 
scholars by the master’s appointment if the clerk or sexton be wanting.  
 
7th. That no leave be granted to play above once in a fortnight and every such person desiring leave to play shall before leave be given 
contribute and pay one shilling at least to the master to buy books for the school that are wanting at the master’s direction. 
 
8th. That the master shall dismiss his scholars three days before Christmas and not sooner and the day he dismisseth them he shall 
cause them to pronounce exercise according to the abilities of his scholars and no scholar to presume to bar his master out. 
 
9th. The master shall give free admission and wholly submit examination of the scholars to such learned persons as the said trustees 
shall employ and bring with them for that purpose. 
 
10th. The master shall have the annual salary arising from the last purchase for the school. 
 
11th. If the number of the scholars should so increase that there should be any necessity of an usher; to be subject to these rules: And 
to such wages as the major part of the trustees shall think fit. 
 
12th. That if the schoolmaster shall take unto him the Ministry or leave the school he shall signify such intentions six months before 
to the major part of the trustees to the end they may have a convenient time to provide another schoolmaster. 
 
13th. That in case the school should at any time upon any occasion stand void without any headmaster the yearly profit of the land 
belonging to the school during the vacancy shall be disposed by the major part of the trustees for the use of the school or paid to the 
succeeding schoolmaster for his better encouragement as the said trustees shall appoint. 
 
14th. That all person who inhabit within the Parish of Woodchurch and others who have household land in their own possession 
within the said Parish and shall be reputed free to the said school; And that the schoolmaster shall not demand above the sum of 
two shillings for the entrance of any scholar that is free the son of one that hath lands and houses within the Parish; Nor above one 
shilling for the son of any other that is not free out of the Parish. 
 
The persons that sign to the above rules are     John Glegg 
 Edward Glegg 
 John Spencer Geo. Ball 
 Peter Bennett 
 Hugh Beck 
 Henry Robinson 
 Nathaniel Leen 


	Joseph Lyon

